City of Anoka
2015 1st Ave.
Anoka, MN 55303

ECRWSS
Residential Customer

Spring Recycling Event – Save the Date!
Set aside your recyclables for our annual Spring Recycling
Drop-off Event on Saturday, April 24, 2021. The event will
be held at the Public Services facility at 501 Pierce Street
from 8 a.m. – Noon.
Items to recycle will include appliances, electronics,
box springs/mattresses, tires, batteries, bicycles,
cell phones, eyeglasses, hearing aids, ink cartridges,
corrugated cardboard, single stream items,
fluorescent lamps/bulbs, scrap metal and treadmills.
Some fees apply.
Free paper shredding will be offered. Donations
of gently-used books, clothing, and linens will also
be accepted.
Full event details including fees, will be included in the spring
edition of City View, arriving in mailboxes at the end of March.
Details will also be posted at anokaminnesota.com and on the City’s
Facebook page.

Waste Reduction Tips
Simple everyday changes in shopping habits can help you prevent
waste. Once you have used up or given away some of the existing
products in your home, either reuse the container or recycle it. Then
when it comes time to replace it, choose less wasteful products. Here
are some tips to help you reduce waste:
• Avoid Disposables: Avoid taking plastic bags at stores or
purchasing water bottles, plastic cling wrap/ baggies, paper towels,
coffee pods or paper plates and choose reusable items instead.
• Shop for Less Packaging: Buy in bulk when spoilage isn’t a factor
and avoid single use or individually wrapped containers. Look for
refillable products.
• Think Before you Buy: Identify alternatives to buying new. Try to
use it up, wear it out, make do or do without. Buy durable, welldesigned products that last longer.

Residential Recycling Questions?
ACE Solid Waste, Inc. (763-427-3110)
Call after April 1, 2021
•
•
•
•

Curbside recycling information
Missed service
Service schedule
Additional recycling container (no charge)

City Recycling Manager 763-576-2725
General residential recycling information
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• Shop Used First: There are many thrift and reuse stores around
where you can find clothing or household goods in good condition.

Celebrate
Earth Day
April 22

• Borrow, Rent, Repair: Coordinate projects with others, rent or
borrow seldom used equipment and repair broken items. Bring
your item to a Fix-It Clinic near you!
• Sell, Give Away or Donate: Keep the reuse cycle going by
donating or giving away your unwanted, yet usable items.
For more tips, visit: AnokaCounty.us/reduce & Reusemn.org

Please challenge your family to
increase recycling efforts.

Support Waterfowl for Warriors Program
Our aluminum can
collection is a fundraiser
for the City’s Waterfowl
for Warriors (WFW)
program, which provides
the opportunity for
veterans and active
military members to hunt
at the Anoka Nature
Preserve each fall.
All proceeds received from the recycling of the aluminum cans
helps support supplies for the program. The weight produced by
the continuous collection will be applied toward the City’s annual
recycling goal of approximately 1800 tons.
Please deposit aluminum cans only (no bags or plastic bottles, please)
in the collection trailer. It is located in the parking lot just to the east
of Gray Ghost Fields (and the Anoka windmill), north of Castle
Field, and immediately to the west of the Anoka Ice Arena off Castle
Field Boulevard. You will find the opening on top with a step on the
side of the trailer to help you reach the opening. Please take any bags
back with you and dispose of properly.
Thank you for your support of this wonderful program
and for recycling.

Printed on Recycled Paper
Publication funded by the Anoka County Board
of Commissioners & State SCORE funds (Select
Committee on Recycling and the Environment)
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Waste Reduction & Recycling Board Members
Anoka’s Waste Reduction & Recycling Board (WRRB) members are passionate about the environment, reducing waste
and recycling. They serve as an advisory board to the City Council on residential recycling and waste reduction initiatives.
They help develop ideas, coordinate events and activities, and assist in negotiating the residential recycling contract.
This seven-member board meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 5 p.m. at Anoka City Hall or remotely as
needed. There is one vacancy on the board. If you are interested in volunteering and would like to apply, please contact
Pam Bowman at 763-576-2725 or email pbowman@ci.anoka.mn.us. Thank you to this year’s board members for
volunteering to help enhance these initiatives.
• Jan Call • Susan Dergantz • Marijo Hain • Cheryl Knapek (Chair) • Eileen Rathbun • Vicki Violet (Vice Chair)

ACE SOLID WASTE AWARDED
RESIDENTIAL RECYCLING CONTRACT
The current residential recycling service contract with Republic Services
expires on March 31, 2021. Anoka’s Waste Reduction & Recycling Board
(WRRB) distributed a Request for Proposals last fall to compare costs and
services in preparation to negotiate a new 5-year contract. Four proposals
were received; ACE Solid Waste, Inc., Republic Services, Inc., Walters
Refuse & Recycling, Inc., and Waste Management, Inc.
A City committee reviewed and scored each proposal and presented the results to the WRRB members. After review and
discussion, the WRRB members determined the proposal from ACE Solid Waste, Inc. offered the services and fees that
best fit with the needs of the residential recycling program.
Effective April 1, 2021, ACE Solid Waste, Inc. will be your residential recycling service provider through March of 2026.
Delivery of the new carts and containers for both single family and multi-family properties will take place in mid-to-late
March. With your cart, recycling information and the service calendar will be included. It is very important that you do
not use the new carts until April 1st. Republic Services will pick up their blue recycling carts March 22nd-26th. Your cart
will be removed after it is serviced, so please leave it out and keep it empty until the truck picks it up. In some cases it may
take a day or two between the last service date and the removal date, so please keep it out and empty.
For updates about the transition, please watch for the spring edition of the City View newsletter arriving at the end of
March or visit anokaminnesota.com. Included on the city website will be a Waste Wizard link from ACE Solid Waste, Inc. to
help with recycling questions and the option to receive an automated call, text or email to remind you of your service day.
We recommend everyone download the free app MyACETrashMN to ensure notifications regarding service delays and
proper recycling procedures, as ACE will push information directly to impacted residents via their app.
• ACE Solid Waste–763-427-3110. Call if your new black recycling cart, with a gray lid, was not received by April 1st.
• Republic Services–952-941-5174. Call if your blue recycling cart was not removed by April 2nd.
Together, we will strive to make this a seamless transition. We thank both companies for their service to residents
and the City of Anoka.

RECYCLING RESOLUTION

ORGANICS RECYCLING SURVEY

How are your 2021 New Year’s resolutions going? Anoka’s
WRRB members have resolved to reduce their personal use
of plastics. We want to share some information with you.

The Waste Reduction & Recycling Board is researching
the possibility of an organics recycling drop-off collection
program. Enclosed is a survey for those interested in this
type of program. We would like your feedback to learn if this
type of program would be sustainable in the city of Anoka.
The survey is also available on line at anokaminnesota.com.
This graphic shows the materials that would be accepted in
this program.

• In 2014, more than 100 BILLION plastic beverage
containers were sold in the U.S. (Plastic Oceans International
and Ocean Crusaders Foundation)
• Only 14% of plastic water bottles are recycled.
(inhabitat.com)
• The world uses 500 BILLION single-use plastic
bags every year; 100 BILLION in the U.S.
(seedscientific.com/plastic-waste-statistics/)
• It takes 1,000 years for plastic bags to break down.
(insteading.com/blog/plastic-bag-stats/)
• 91% of all plastic ever created has not been recycled.
(seedscientific.com)
• The plastic recycling rate in the U.S. is 9%.
(seedscientific.com)
• There is now 6 times more plastic debris in parts of the
North Pacific Ocean than zooplankton. The Great Pacific
Garbage Patch is twice the size of France.
(The Telegraph)

Reduce Waste & Avoid Plastics
There are choices available for food and household product
containers. Look for items that aren’t plastic!
• Use a stainless steel
water bottle.
• Purchase beverages in
cans, rather than
in plastic.
• Use laundry strips or
cardboard boxes of
laundry detergent.
• Dryer balls work great!

NO PLASTIC BAGS IN RECYCLING CARTS
We cannot stress it enough – please DO NOT put any type of plastic bags in your household recycling carts or
containers. Plastic bags cannot be recycled through your service provider. The bags can become tangled in the
sorting machines at the recycling facility, causing extensive damage to the machinery. Plastic bags have become
the #1 contaminant in the household recycling program.
So how can they be recycled? Many grocery and retail stores are continuing to accept clean and dry plastic
bags. Look for kiosks or recycling bins inside entrance or exit doors. An alternative – bring a reusable bag
when shopping to lessen the amount of plastic bags you bring home.

• Shampoo and
conditioner are readily
available in bar form.
• Use glass jars for storage
of leftovers.

RECYCLING TONNAGE GOAL
Each year, Anoka receives a recycling tonnage goal
set by Anoka County. The goal reflects the estimated
tonnage needed to achieve Anoka County’s overall
recycling goal set by the State of Minnesota. The City’s
recycling goal for 2021 is 1,824 tons.
In 2020, residents recycled close to 1,100 tons of clean
recyclable materials. This weight was calculated from
curbside recycling collections, recycling events, and
various programs. Unfortunately, due to contamination
levels, the tonnage was much lower than in past years.
Contamination can result in extra fees. To avoid extra fees
and contaminating the loads, please remember–when in
doubt, throw it out! Together we can reach this year’s goal
by recycling right.

• Use reusable totes rather than plastic bags.
These items are available locally and on-line. See more waste
reduction tips on page 4.
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