Mississippi River Shoreline Stabilization & Repair Project
Mississippi River Community Park, Anoka MN

DESCRIPTION
Approximately 1,500 linear feet of eroding riverbank within
Mississippi River Community Park will be stabilized. Eroding
riverbanks contribute to sediment and turbidity impairments of the
Mississippi River through direct loading of sediment and nutrients
that degrade overall water quality, as well as, aquatic and nearshore habitat. Stabilization of actively eroding riverbanks is one of
the most cost-effective practices to improve water quality.

Mississippi River
Community Park

BENEFITS
A stabilized, vegetated shoreline helps prevent contaminants and
excess nutrients from entering the water through erosion; prevents
erosion caused by rain, wind, wave, and ice action; and provides
food, shade and cover for fish and wildlife habitat.
PROCESS
• Moderate to extensive removal of the existing mature trees and
vegetation from the river bank.
• Removal of a short section of the walking trail which will be
reconstructed following the completion of the project.
• Grading of the sections of nearly vertical bank to achieve a stable
slope of either 1:3 or 1:2 (vertical to horizontal).
• Placing of rip-rap at the toe of the slope to help protect against
high water flows and ice. A layer of gravel, small stones, and filter
cloth will be placed under the rip-rap to help stabilize the soil.
• Live cuttings and plant plugs will be planted within rip-rap to
provide additional slope stability and give the shoreline a more
natural appearance.
• The slope above the rip rap will be planted with a variety of native
grasses, shrubs and trees.
• A mixture of large stones and boulders will be placed in the
river to create a diversity of flows, aquatic habitat and recreation
access points for fishing and viewing the river.
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PROJECT LOCATION

CURRENT RIVERBANK CONDITIONS

TIMING
The project is scheduled to be bid in the spring of 2021. Construction
will begin when Mississippi River water levels are low and access to the
riverbank is maximized. The project must be completed by December 31,
2022.
FUNDING
The City of Anoka received two (2) grants totaling $767,600 from
the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment to assist with
funding this riverbank stabilization project. The City will provide
$206,900 in matching funds.
For more information about this
project please visit
www.anokaminnesota.com

Anoka Nature Preserve Shoreline Stabilization
In 2013, the City of Anoka completed a shoreline
stabilization project within the conservation easement
of the Anoka Nature Preserve along the Rum River just
north of Bunker Lake Blvd.

Removal of existing vegetation was required in order to regrade the nearly vertical slope.

The photos above and below show the Rum River
shoreline condition prior to stabilization.

Rip-rap was placed at the toe of the slope. Willow sticks,
which will grow into mature trees, helped stabilize the shore line.
The newly shaped slope was lined with landscape fabric before
being planted with native trees and shrubs to prevent additional
erosion. Today, the vegetation is thriving.

The photo below was taken in August 2017 of the
regrowth and vegetation establishment. For several
years following the project, supplemental planting
occurred to replace the vegetation loss due to die-off,
high water, and ice damage.
Today, the native plants and trees are well
established. It is becoming increasingly difficult to
identify the area where the shoreline stabilization
occurred. Soon, the entire shoreline will blend
seamlessly into the landscape of the wild and
scenic Rum River.

For more information please visit
www.anokaminnesota.com or call the
Public Services Dept at 763-576-2980

