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Public Services
Cemetery, Engineering, Parks and Public Works

NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE
ANOKA PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

Tuesday, July 19, 2022
7:00 PM
Anoka City Hall – Council Work Session Room
2015 First Avenue, Anoka
AGENDA

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. APPROVE MINUTES
3. OPEN FORUM
4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Project Updates
5. NEW BUSINESS
A. EAB Management Plan
B. West Rum River Trail Grant Update
C. Art Grant
D. ANP - Proposed Firewood Sale
E. Rum River Trail Riverbank Project
6. COMMUNICATIONS
7. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
8. ADJOURNMENT

If unable to attend, please call the Parks
Department at 763-576-2980.
Auxiliary aids for handicapped persons are
available upon request at least 96 hours in
advance. Please call the Administration
Office at 763-576-2740 to make
arrangements.
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Public Services – Parks & Recreation
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
OF THE
ANOKA PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
TUESDSAY, MAY 17, 2022
COUNCIL WORK SESSION ROOM OF ANOKA CITY HALL
2015 FIRST AVENUE, ANOKA MN

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairperson Steve Nelson, Derek Sebesta, Don Rowell, Sam Scott,
Joe Anderla and Mark Beckenbach
MEMBERS ABSENT: Zackary Heuring and Mary Blankenship
STAFF PRESENT: Lisa LaCasse, Public Services Administrator and Jon Holmes, Public
Services Supervisor
GUESTS PRESENT: Brandon Kuehn, Resident

APPROVE MINUTES
There being no corrections to the April meeting minutes. A motion was made by Scott,
seconded by Rowell to APPROVE THE April 19, 2022 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF
THE PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD.
6 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried
OPEN FORUM
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Wind Telephone
Based on the open forum discussion during the April meeting, the board wanted the Telephone
of the Wind topic to be added to the agenda to discuss it further. Brandon Kuehn is in
attendance, he constructed the wind telephone to be placed in one of the parks. LaCasse asked
Kuehn about his thoughts on the city crew reconstructing a telephone booth to look more like a
cross between traditional telephone booth and a wooden arbor or trellis structure. It would be
open, and not enclosed. This could help meet Kuehns expectations while still making it
decorative and fitting the aesthetic of any park. LaCasse suggested the structure be placed at
Rice Street Beach, it would be located into the park enough to provide for the private experience
intended but visible enough to deter vandalism. A mock-up of the area and the structure was
shown on the screen. Pollinator and flowering plants could be planted around the structure to
create a serene garden. Scott said it is a nice space and asked if a plaque would still be put up.
Yes the memorial plaque for Steve Schmidt and something explaining what it could be included.
Anderla asked if it would be anchored to the ground at all. Holmes said that they could put the
posts in concrete to anchor it. Scott said he’s only been to the park a few times, it is a great
overlook. LaCasse mentioned that this park is near where Schmidt used to live, just a few
blocks away. If the board approves the concept, Council will need to approve a memorial of this
size for someone. Nelson asked why there would be no windows, LaCasse said it is to prevent
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vandalism. Plexiglass is an option but if it gets vandalized it is difficult to clean, it can get
discolored from the sun, and will look bad after a few seasons. If the structure were left open it
will look like a garden feature and still have the interpersonal space. Nelson asked if the back
wall could be taken out of the one that Kuehn built to open it up and make it look more like the
phone booth in the examples. The location is good because it’s in Schmidt’s old neighborhood.
Scott likes the location and that it’s on the Mississippi. Anderla likes to sit at that overlook with
his wife and thinks it’s a great location for a view.
LaCasse wants the board the either accept the structure that Kuehn built or reconstruct it and
return the one that he built to him. Kuehn said that if the board says no to what he built, then he
will contact other cities and parks to bring it elsewhere, he would just really like it to be within the
City of Anoka. He made it so that the glass windows can easily be replaced if needed. He said
that LaCasse has come up with a thoughtful compromise, Schmidt was a family member and he
would like to see something dedicated to him. If the board has a better idea for a memorial like a
bench or something then they should definitely do that. LaCasse said she is concerned that the
current design provides a shelter for people to hangout in. Kuehn has provided wording for the
plaque. Scott thinks a small walking path should be leading up to it. Kuehn is looking for
confirmation that the city for sure wants to place a telephone of the wind in a park, he would
love to have something that people can go talk to deceased loved ones. He used to be a
hospice volunteer and has a lot of families he is still in touch with.
Nelson asked how much it would take to retro-fit the one Kuehn made and replace the windows
with the cross pattern arbor look. Neither LaCasse nor Holmes has looked at the possibility of
retro-fitting the one that was received. Holmes doesn’t want to damage it and make it nonfunctional by trying to do something to it. Beckenbach suggested doing versetta stone around
the base to help prevent rot, he saw a school bus shelter for the kids somewhere and the base
was versetta stone. Then the windows could be taken out and a modified trellis could be put in
place of the windows, that wouldn’t change it much. Holmes said he will need to look at the
possibility of modifying the structure and how the windows could be taken out. Kuehn added
that the window frame is not load bearing, it was designed so the windows could be removed.
Nelson asked if there is a cost to building a new wooden structure. LaCasse has not priced out
how much it would be to build something, but probably not much it’s a little bit of cedar lumber to
match the theme of that park. Sebesta added that if the door was taken off to open it up there
might have to be cross beams added to the back for stability and strength. Nelson said if
Holmes looks at it and modifying the structure that Kuehn built doesn’t work, then an arbor
would look just find as long as the phone and plaque are added. Scott thinks if it works to modify
the structure, then do it. Nelson asked if the back is plywood, Kuehn replied yes it is. Nelson is
concerned of the plywood breaking down fast, even if it’s painted. Scott asked if there is a floor,
Kuehn said there is a floor. Anderla asked if Holmes wants to look at the possibility of
modification, should it come back to the board next month. LaCasse said it can, it’s whatever
the board wants staff to do. Nelson personally thinks staff will be better off doing a trellis than
trying to modify. Holmes said LaCasse is asking the board for a decision because the memorial
idea needs to be taken to Council for approval.
A motion was made by Scott, seconded by Anderla to USE THE EXISTING STRUCTURE
AND MODIFY TO MEET THE THREE SIDED STRUCUTRE IDEA, TAKE OUT THE GLASS
WINDOWS AND THE DOOR AND INSTALL A PATHWAY AND NATIVE PLANTINGS
AROUND IT. 5 ayes – 0 nays. 1 abstained. Motion carried
Station Park Update
The playground is in with the woodchip fall surfacing, and tables have been installed under the
shelter. There are two belt swings and one toddler swing. There is a spinning feature next to the
swings. There is a slight slope on the south side of the playground that had to be backfilled
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because it was more like a drop off – staff was concerned about kids falling into the holding
pond. A fence will be installed on the eastside of the retention pond closest to the playground to
deter the kids from wandering down into the water. The playground has features that look like
fallen logs. Scott asked if there will be a drinking fountain, LaCasse said not yet but there is
water near by that we could probably tap into. This is the new park for the neighborhood, the
next step is to remove the Grant Street Tot Lot and notifying the neighborhood of the new park.
The other question is if the Board wants the park renamed or stick with the current name. It was
named just for the project, because of the railroad and the train station. The Board did not want
to rename the park, they thought it fit well.
LaCasse added that in 2022 the city is expecting the Volunteers of America (VOA) addition to
go in, which means more park revenue, potentially around $200,000. The next piece of the park
is adding a parking lot, and a gravel loop road for the kayak landing. Scott asked if there will be
sitting benches, LaCasse said there are picnic tables under the shelter. Anderla thought that the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) wouldn’t let the City build a parking lot, LaCasse said
that we can do a parking lot but it needs to be out of the easement so it will be closer to 4th Ave.
An aerial was shown on google maps to show where the parking lot has been approved to go.
The City has gotten permission from the DNR to build a loop road of compacted gravel so that
the lagoon is accessible with the docks and the drop off. No hard surface or structure is allowed
in this area so that is why it will need to be gravel. LaCasse does have a concept for a parking
lot. Rowell asked if the parking lot will be gravel. LaCasse said no it can be paved because it is
out of the easement. Beckenbach asked why a launch is being put in when the County Park
boat launch is right there. LaCasse said that it’s only for kayaks and canoes and not motor
boats. The dock will be ADA accessible. The area does need to be restored, there were some
trees removed that need to be replaced. A walking path will be added, it will need to be
compacted gravel or ag lime to fit the easement regulations. Anderla asked if the surface
parking lot by the train station will be lost, LaCasse said there are several proposals for market
rate apartments in that area. Getting the parking lot and trail concept approved by the DNR was
a lot of work. Anderla asked if the projects would come out of the money from the VOA addition,
LaCasse said there is money budgeted this year for the parking lot. Beckenbach asked if the
crushed gravel path would be maintained for ADA and make sure that people in wheelchairs
can actually use it. LaCasse said that it will need to receive regular maintenance. Beckenbach
asked if boardwalk would be an option, LaCasse said it’s too expensive. Nelson asked why the
DNR is so protective if the area? There is a conservation easement conveyed with the property
separate from the wild and scenic river easement. They don’t view it any differently than
easements on private property; public and private entities are treated the same. They are
concerned about setting a precedence if they were to allow anytime of structure or permanent
construction inside the boundary of the easement. There will be no boat slips for day use or for
rent. They were very specific on the square footage of the dock allowed, and the path has to
meander through the woods. The loop road, parking lot, and the dock can be started this year or
we can hold off till next year and let the money build up since there is not a huge demand for
those amenities this year.
A motion was made by Beckenbach, seconded by Rowell to HOLD OFF ON THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE PARKING LOT, GRAVEL LOOP ROAD, TRAIL AND DOCK
UNTIL 2023. 6 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried
John Ward Bathrooms
In the packet is a revised version of the ‘Pac 11’ product from Cedar Forest Products. The
building is similar to Rudy Johnson with some modifications. It will have the same front ridgeline
but the inside ceilings will be flat to help with heating and utilities. The quote is based on a
beefed up version, it has 6 inch interior walls to accommodate plumbing. The walls and ceilings
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will be insulated. The cost of the building construction/installation and utilities will be around
$320,570. The cost itemized:
 Building - $148,325
 Shipping - $9,000
 Furnace/Duct Work - $10,000
 Utilities and lift station - $25,000
 Construction and installation - $100,245
This does not include the cost for Anoka Municipal Utility to do the electrical wiring and
installation, expected to be $10,000-15,000. The locks will need to be updated to the automatic
door lock system which is around $5,000. With these items added the cost will go up to about
$340,000.
Nelson asked if it wasn’t heated, how much would be saved. LaCasse thinks only about
$40,000 would be saved if it wasn’t heated. The heat also doesn’t need to be added right away,
it will be cheapest to do gas line installation and vents during construction. Scott asked if the
building is budgeted, LaCasse said it is budgeted to be built with CARE funds. Anderla asked if
stainless steel toilets are an option to help with vandalism and people breaking the porcelain
ones, they are but it’s an upcharge though. LaCasse thinks when they need to be replaced staff
could think about upgrading them to stainless steel. A decision on this building needs to be
made, delivery is 12-16 weeks so the sooner it’s ordered the better. A motion needs to be made
to proceed with this building or its back to the drawing board and maybe a 24x24 standard
garage building is built. Beckenbach asked if doing a standard building would save a lot of
money. LaCasse thinks it may be a little cheaper but not by much.
A motion was made by Scott, seconded by Anderla to PROCEED WITH PURCHASING THE
MODIFIED VERSION OF PAC 11 FROM CEDAR FOREST PRODUCTS FOR THE
BATHROOMS. 6 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried
Now that the structure has been chosen, the location needs to be picked. Bean St has sewer
access so near the playground and parking lot, there are other sewer stops before Western St
on Forest Ave so closer to the current location of the skate park and Forest Ave are options.
Otherwise the location where the bathrooms are now is also an option. None of these locations
are ideal for centralized usage of the park. The shelter on Forest Ave can be taken down to put
the bathrooms there. Water and Electric would be accessed off Forest Ave. No matter where
the bathroom is built in the park, a lift station is needed. Beckenbach likes the idea of having it
off of Forest Ave. LaCasse said that parking will be added on Church St after the construction to
the west main extension is completed. The goal is for a trail loop to go around the park. Staff will
plan on getting rid of the wooden structure off Forest Ave and moving forward with site plans for
the bathrooms to be built in that location.
Community Tree Planting Update
LaCasse updated on the outcome of the Community Tree Planting on May 7th. The planting
went very well. A group photo of staff and all of the volunteers, and additional photos of the day
in general were shared on the screen. 49 trees were planted in about 90 minutes. It did help that
the holes were pre-drilled. A demo was performed by Jerry Tri and Tessa Saloka to show
everyone the correct steps in planting container trees. Everyone that was talked to said they
were having a good time.
It was a good showcase of Rudy Johnson and the new building. Towards the end of the month
a company will come do the epoxy on the floors in the bathroom and the main recreation room.
Electronic locks will be installed on the exterior doors, so that the bathrooms can be accessed
like at Peninsula Point Park. The interior and exterior are being stained and clear coated. The

Regular Meeting of the City of Anoka Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
May 17, 2022
Page 5

doors need to be painted, they have only had a primer coat. PE classes have been out there.
Staff is hesitant on putting the building on the schedule for rentals, and would like to wait till the
parking lot and all of the concrete work is finished.
Kindness Rock Garden
The planting plan from Bolten and Menk is included with the packet. The area needs to be
replanted because it has been trampled and is a mess. Nelson asked if the city has been in
contact with the Burnham’s throughout this process. Yes they have been a part of this process.
They just went out with staff to scout for some large boulders that will probably be painted to
add to the garden. They have been doing painting events all winter in the community room. The
crew will get it dug out and re-planted, it will look like a planned piece of the park. An interpretive
sign will be added to talk about the Kindness Rock Garden and why it was started. They
organizers are currently working on finding people to be ambassadors of the rock garden, to just
monitor it to make sure people are following rules and not adding things that aren’t approved. A
mural is being talked about on the smaller of the two walls, the design will have to come back
through the board for approval. They also want to plant dwarf sunflowers.
NEW BUSINESS

Capital Budget 2022
In the packet the Aquatic Center projects are broken out. The most important things for 2023 will
be the diamond bright surface replacement, and the return jets for the bottom of the pool. They
would do the diamond bright surfacing starting in the shallow end, then the deep end. The return
jets surprisingly have lasted 25 years, they are just getting harder and harder to thread from kids
stepping on them. That may need to come out of the general fund or possibly care funding. The
boiler replacement is being paid for this year through care funding.
The grain bin modification for $100,000 is a place holder, staff is using the money this year for a
master plan for that whole area. Council realized they need to take two steps back from the
idea, and define what they want for that area. If anyone is interested in being on that committee,
let LaCasse know. The pontoon for dock installation is needed to efficiently install the dock
systems, the one they have right now is very old and the motor is not strong. Just the deck is
needed, not all of the other stuff that comes with pontoons. The tree planting budget is $10,000.
$40,000 is budgeted for trail system repairs and general maintenance, there is a section of the
rum river trail that needs attention and some tree roots are causing issues. The port of Anoka
dock overlook/access decking needs to be replaced, $75,000 is budgeted for that. Staff has
been just patch fixing the dock when needed. The $50,000 under Emerald Ash Borer removal is
for the 2022-2024 Preparing for EAB grant match. The West Rum River Trail grant match of
$250,000 is included. The John Ward skate park reconstruction is pushed out to 2024. The
design will be finished this year, staff is currently working on getting contracts signed with Spohn
Ranch. They suggested taking time and raising money for the skate park and to show Council
that there is a want and a need for this from the community.
Under Park Capital $350,000 is budgeted for a bathroom construction because if Council
selects a potential business for the empty lot north of City Hall a public restroom incorporated in
site plans is one of the requirements for the building of a new restaurant. In case its not possible
for a partnership the full cost of a bathroom was budgeted. LaCasse has seen mockups of a
potential restaurant, and a bathroom could fit under the patio if they have one. The $20,000 for
the amphitheater is a place holder. Nelson asked if general park donations and contributions are
kept track of, yes all donations and contributions are recorded. LaCasse is expecting to see less
and less liquor store money over the years because the city is talking about relocating the west
store after the HWY10 project is completed. The $253,000 for the Woodbury House Rum River
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Bank Stabilization is the City match for the grant that was awarded for the project. LaCasse is
not sure if Council will accept the budget and fund $605,000 from the Park Capital Improvement
Fund for the listed projects. The budget work session is in June and the budget doesn’t get
finalized until October. There are $400,000 worth of requests for equipment. There is a meeting
in June to review snow plowing operations and staff plans on asking for an additional sidewalk
machine.
A motion was made by Anderla, seconded by Sebesta to ACCEPT THE PROPOSED
BUDGET FOR 2023. 6 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried
UPDATES
 Zackary Heuring has informed LaCasse that he will be resigning from the Park and
Recreation Board. The formal resignation will be in front of Council on June 6th.
 The first reading of the amended City Charter relating to seasonal workers serving on
Boards and Commissions passed with a majority vote to allow seasonal workers to
serve on Boards and Commissions. The second reading is on June 6th and will need a
unanimous vote in order for Mike Clark to continue serving on the board. If the second
reading does not pass there will be two vacant openings on the board.
 The Aquatic Center opens in 11 days. The boiler probably won’t be delivered until June.
Staff will start to fill the pool by the end of the week. Lesson registrations are going great
and season pass sales are lagging behind.
 Staff is looking to remove the old red playground at George Enloe. The neighborhood
wanted to keep it 5 years ago. The condition is declining and some replacement parts
aren’t available. There is currently a swing broken. The small basketball court would be
removed too and the whole area can be restored back to grass. The other basketball
court is all redone and should be painted in a few weeks. We could build a small shade
shelter for the pickle ball players to rest under so they stop sitting on the tennis court. A
swing set can be installed at the newer playground. Nelson suggested installing
bleachers with an overhang for the pickle ball courts. The board didn’t see an issue with
removing the playground.
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
The June 21st, 2022 meeting is cancelled due to the ‘Spring into Summer’ event. Board
members are encouraged to come and help volunteer at the event in lieu of attending the
meeting.
Adjournment
There being no further discussion, a motion was made by Anderla, seconded by Rowell, to
ADJOURN THIS REGULAR MEETING. 6 – AYES, 0 – OPPOSED. Motion carried.
Time of adjournment 8:50 pm
Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa LaCasse
Public Services Administrator
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John Ward Park Skatepark - Design Input Survey
Current run (last updated Jul 5, 2022 4:00pm)

17

230

211

89%

Activities

Participants

Average responses

Average engagement

https://www.polleverywhere.com/reports/1136124

1/35
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What age group are you?
Response options

Count

Percentage

Under 12

13

6%

12 -18

44

19%

19-30

88

38%

31-49

74

32%

50 or over

10

4%

100%
Engagement

229

Responses

How would you rate your skill level?
Response options

Count

Percentage

Beginner

71

31%

Intermediate

107

47%

Advanced

49

22%

99%
Engagement

227

Responses

https://www.polleverywhere.com/reports/1136124

15/35
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What is your preferred ratio of street to transition terrain?
Response options

Count

Percentage
100%
Engagement

19

8%

229

Responses

https://www.polleverywhere.com/reports/1136124

60

26%

108

47%

31

14%

11

5%

16/35

7/5/22, 4:03 PM

John Ward Park Skatepark - Design Input Survey

How would you primarily access the new skate park?
Response options

Count

Percentage

Drive myself

148

65%

Carpool with friends

20

9%

Get dropped off by Mom/Dad

26

11%

Skate/bike/scooter

34

15%

Public transportation

1

0%

100%
Engagement

229

Responses

If a bowl were to be included in the design, would you prefer open or enclosed?
Response options

Count

Percentage
99%
Engagement

128

56%

228

Responses

100

https://www.polleverywhere.com/reports/1136124

44%
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Bowl coping – steel or concrete pool block?
Response options

Count

Percentage
99%
Engagement

79

35%

228

Responses

32

14%

117

51%

Count

Percentage

3 to 5 feet

58

26%

3 to 7 feet

143

63%

Deeper than 7 feet

25

11%

How deep of a bowl would you like to have in the new skate park?
Response options

98%
Engagement

226

Responses

https://www.polleverywhere.com/reports/1136124
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Grind rails – circular or rectangular?
Response options

Count

Percentage
99%
Engagement

27

12%

228

Responses

22

10%

179

79%

Count

Percentage

Everyday

35

15%

Few times a week

89

39%

Few times a month

76

33%

Few times a year

28

12%

How often do you think you would use the skate park?
Response options

99%
Engagement

228

Responses

https://www.polleverywhere.com/reports/1136124

19/35
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What time of day are you most likely to use the skate park?
Response options

Count

Percentage

Sunrise to Noon

27

12%

Noon to 3PM

30

13%

3PM to 7PM

121

53%

Later than 7PM if possible

50

22%

99%
Engagement

228

Responses

https://www.polleverywhere.com/reports/1136124
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Is there a unique, signature feature you would like to see added to the new John Ward Park Skatepark?
Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

Two tiered bowl with slopes that are
manageable for beginners getting use to riding a
bowl, also a mini half pipe

0

0

Vert ramp

0

0

No

0

0

China bank, eurogap

0

0

Mini ramp

0

0

China bank and some ledges by the side

0

0

a section with a small full pipe

0

0

Auto music

0

0

An extension in the bowl, and a pump bump
somewhere in the street section

0

0

A skate trail around the skate park

0

0

A memorial to Antonio DeMeules who was an
Anoka resident killed in a hit and run while riding
his skateboard.

0

0

Brick banks/brick hips

0

0

Off road trails!!! I went to a Public place in Texas,
it was awesome!

0

0

It's super important to have a mix of beginner to
intermediate stuff and I feel like a lot of parks
miss the mark sometimes. Small; kickers, rails,
quarter pipes, fun boxes. But you also have to
have a few more challenging things. Most
skateboarders are beginners or at the
intermediate range.

0

0

Mini ramp

0

0

Pump track

0

0

Grippy bowl

0

0

N/A anything would be great.

0

0

Smaller stairset, 3 or 4 steps. Euro Gap. Down rail
that isn't extremely steep. Manual pad

0

0

ORIGINAL ARTISTRY !!!!!!!!!!!!!!! NO FUCKING
~aNoKa HaLlOwEeN cApItAl Of ThE wOrLd~ or
generic-ass live-laugh-love bullshit !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

0

0

skateable Brick features

0

0

A nice bowl

0

0

A rainbow flat down rail (circular)

0

0

Kicker

0

0

a mini ramp wouldn't be a bad idea either!

0

0

Bump to bar

0

0

https://www.polleverywhere.com/reports/1136124

57%
Engagement

132

Responses
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Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

pyramid, and small entry level concrete
quarterpipe

0

0

Brandon koch

0

0

Two ramps connecting to form a hip

0

0

Some sort of wallride on a hip

0

0

No

0

0

Spine

0

0

Concrete lol

0

0

Pyramid or rock gap

0

0

Not really

0

0

Kink rail or a small 3 to 6 ft mini ramp like
Andover people really enjoy it and I feel like it
would be another factor that would attract more
people to the park

0

0

Replica of handy cap ramp. To go over the rail
and also grind it.

0

0

A mini Ramp similar to the Andover Skate Park

0

0

Na

0

0

Wooden mini ramp

0

0

A bowllllll

0

0

5 stair with a hubba and handrail and an A frame
gap

0

0

5 foot box jump

0

0

Punk walls enclosed bowl with pool coping

0

0

box jump ( 4-5 feet)

0

0

Halfpipe, and no pump track like the one at
sandcreek

0

0

A bowl or mini ramp

0

0

A euro gap

0

0

Taken from seeing the survey results in IG: flybox,
long quarters, bank to curb, bank to ledge, mini
ramp

0

0

Something that incorporates a pumpkin/ghost or
a tornado. A tip of the cap to our "Halloween
Capitol of the world" title or the high school
mascot.

0

0

Miniramp, snake run, euro

0

0

Stairs

0

0

drinking fountain

0

0

vertwall

0

0
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Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

It would be cool to see a good skatepark built.
Far to often design gets overlooked. The parks
are a very important feature for any community!

0

0

People add their own at and help make it unique
to anoka pumpkin theme

0

0

No

0

0

Euro gap

0

0

Not a feature but it would be cool if there were
demos and/or lessons for small people to learn

0

0

Pump track

0

0

A mini ramp, no where has a good mini ramp
anymore. Made out of concrete, with whatever
coping, a 3 foot tall mini ramp would be KILLER!
REMEMBER shoreviews old mini? YEAH LIKE
THAT, please?

0

0

super long rail

0

0

Handrails and stair sets

0

0

mini ramp

0

0

Name it jimmy park

0

0

Parking block or curb style rails for learning new
tricks, pool coping, pump track area

0

0

Giant pumpkin

0

0

Some kind of art installation

0

0

Pump track

0

0

24/7 LIGHTS

0

0

The new shakopee park is brilliant but we aren't
allowed on it because its an indian reservation
and were white :(

0

0

Some type of jump box

0

0

A memorial to my friend James Carollo, He was
and always will be the epitome of what
skateboarding means to me and many many
more around the world 🌎 ❤️!

0

0

Glow in the dark cement on certain paths

0

0

None

0

0

Something for James Carrollo

0

0

Low flat bars for learning new tricks

0

0

big wall ride features

0

0

Bowl and a separate half pipe

0

0

Pool

0

0

basic ledge and flatbar to learn on, preferably
with ramps on each side to flow back n forth

0

0

https://www.polleverywhere.com/reports/1136124

23/35

7/5/22, 4:03 PM

John Ward Park Skatepark - Design Input Survey

Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

Snake line

0

0

Concrete

0

0

Nothing particular

0

0

Evey skate park is the same. Make this park
unique with a proper bowl. Look at Elk Rivers
skate park and improve on that design with a
enclosed bowl.

0

0

Mini Pipe

0

0

Please please please just don't use black top tar

0

0

Rocket

0

0

N/A

0

0

N/A

0

0

Pump track

0

0

Double half pipe

0

0

Concrete in-ground pump track

0

0

A little kids skating area so younger kids who
want to learn can use it too

0

0

A name change to James C.

0

0

An eight stair set

0

0

I propose a name change to James Corollo
skatepark. Our dearly loved friend who passed
away, absolutely loved skating and would have
loved to see a rocket park revamp.

0

0

N/a

0

0

Maybe some cool colors

0

0

A jack o latern.

0

0

Pump track!

0

0

Halfpipe

0

0

Beer garden

0

0

a rocketship to tie into the theme of the
neighboring park, or tornado, or a pumpkin to tie
into anoka spirit. Or a low and very long manny
pad.

0

0

Decently open flatground space with a nice
round flatbar or manual pad

0

0

Euro gap

0

0

Jersey barriers

0

0

Vert wall ride

0

0

Verticals

0

0

None

0

0
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Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

James Corollo cut out with wings in bench. RIP!

0

0

Hip

0

0

Gotta be something like a rocket

0

0

Training area for beginners

0

0

Nope

0

0

Longboard friendly

0

0

Not sure

0

0

Mini half pipe

0

0

A place for big and little kids. If your just learning
you don't want to get run over.

0

0

Area specifically for beginner/ very young. Under
10

0

0

ride on grinds, a "rocket" thing since its "rocket
park"

0

0

Maybe some sort of Rocket feature because
everyone calls John Ward Park "Rocket Park"

0

0

No

0

0

Something incorporating the Rocket theme 🚀

0

0

Doesn't matter

0

0

NA

0

0

A skateable sculpture

0

0

.

0

0

NA

0

0

Half pipe

0

0

na

0

0

No

0

0
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What are your favorite skate parks in the region and what do you like best about each one?
Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

Third lair has varied features. Andover skatepark
has a great mini half pipe

0

0

59%

We love the parks by City of Skate and the
skateable art plaza

0

0

Engagement

Shoreview commons skate park

0

0

Ramsey and Champlin skate parks. I like the sizes
of both.

0

0

Third layer and help

0

0

Maple Grove and I like the variety and spacing

0

0

3rd lairs stairs, new hope skate parks big set .

0

0

Shoreview's skate park is great. Andover and
Champlin have good ones as well.

0

0

Cheap skate

0

0

The Elliot park skatepark in Minneapolis has a
great mix of transition and street, and
incorporates famous Minneapolis skate spots
into its design. The new riverside (unsure of
name) skatepark in Saint Paul has a great mix of
features and allows for long lines

0

0

New hope community park

0

0

Maple Grove, Burnsville, Elliot, St.Cloud New
Hope, Shoreview

0

0

Third layer very wide range of stuff

0

0

Maple grove lot of rails at medium heights Saint
Cloud has just about everything any skater could
ever want

0

0

3rd lair. Love the bowl that they have. Very fun

0

0

The overpass and st cloud for the mix of all
things to shred

0

0

I don't have a favorite. I just want to skate near
home, in Anoka.

0

0

Maple Grove has really nice ledges and banks.
Almost everything about St Cloud is perfect.
Shoreview has great concrete

0

0

the cemeteries :l

0

0

Eden Prarie- Has a half pipe. Original St CloudBrick features and seamless transitions all
around

0

0

The bowl at St. Cloud

0

0

Maple Grove because it is a street park.

0

0
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Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

st. cloud is really nice, i love burnsville. elk river
is pretty good, plymouth is chill, elliot in
minneapolis is so dope. flow and
creativity/uniqueness are the 2 big things for me
when it comes to a skatepark.

0

0

heritage skate park because of its bowl

0

0

Shoreviews flow, Champlins down rail,
Burnsville's euro, 3rd lairs bump to bar.

0

0

Elk river

0

0

Different things

0

0

No comment

0

0

Shred everything

0

0

Elk river, big variety

0

0

3rd lair and elk river

0

0

Maple grove it has a good amount of area to
kinda Just cruise around yet enough features to
practice tricks

0

0

Old sand creek. Mini ramp. Maple grove plaza
5stair.

0

0

3rd lair i fw it it's huge

0

0

Shoreview has really nice flow Iike that as a
skater a park with good flow are very enjoyable I
also really like elliot not only does it has a
plethora or different obstacles or objects

0

0

I like skateparks with more open space. Not a lot
of features put into a small space. Shoreviews
new skatepark is too much in too small of a
space.

0

0

Burnsville, St. Cloud. They have a variety of
street and transition

0

0

Na

0

0

Old Sand Creek skate park. Best park all around
for it's time

0

0

Saint cloud

0

0

orono park - love the A frame and size of
everything. not too big. maple grove plaza - one
of the best parks in the state. shoreview - has a
nice variety and flow of the park.

0

0

sand creek quarter to bank,maple grove
quarter,3rd layer the box

0

0

I live in Colorado but parents live down the street
and grew up at rocket park (John ward)

0

0

sand creek, 3rd lair. sand creek has a nice half
pipe and transfer ( quarter to bank ). 3rd lair has
an amazing bowl with a nice hip.

0

0
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Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

3rd Lair, I love the variety of different ramps and
obstacles they have. Ranging from a mini pipe
for the beginners to a 9 foot deep vertical bowl
for the advanced riders/skaters. Good mix of
street and vert

0

0

Shoreview and how it's 100%concrete

0

0

Any park that has a mix of street and tranny. We
need more tranny parks around us.

0

0

St. Cloud, MN cuz I've used it (for varied types of
features)...Des Moines (cuz huge!) , and both
Grant Park (cuz huge!) and Montrose Beach
Skate Park (Wilson Skatepark) (great size/shape
bowl and overall flow) in Chicago LOOK good!

0

0

Maple grove simply because it is concrete.
Brooklyn Park because of the size of the ramps,
and Andover because they have a nice mini ramp

0

0

Shore view euro, front park for the small stair set
with practice rails, maple grove

0

0

Sand Creek Park's mini pump track and metal
ramps

0

0

Burnsville nice mix of street and tranny

0

0

Coon Rapids - it is close and fast

0

0

New Hope, Maple Grove

0

0

i use the current one a john ward

0

0

Oakdale park is pretty cool hamlet has been a
good park as well as familia

0

0

Freedom to be yourself. And skate when you
want

0

0

Ojibwe and shoreview

0

0

No

0

0

Shoreview, St. Cloud , Minneapolis

0

0

Usually do bike paths or indoor

0

0

Haven't been to many. But, albertville did a nice
redesign.

0

0

Shoreview, their old mini.

0

0

idk

0

0

Elk river variety of ledges and rails

0

0

shoreview

0

0

I like maple grove for the banks and flow. I like
champlin for the half pipe and medium ledge

0

0

Shoreview

0

0
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Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

Shoreview skatepark because of the smoothness
and flow of the park. Familia hq because of the
the way the rails are being set up with kicker
ramps boosting you onto rails. And elk river
because of the overall variety of features.

0

0

Elk river, very open and spacious and Andover
park; nice mini ramp

0

0

Elk river and Saint cloud - good mix of transition,
street, and flow. Shoreview and New Hope - Nice
new plazas with unique features. Brooklyn Park
and Champlin - all the basic features to learn
tricks on

0

0

Shoreview because bigger bowl/path to skate
around leading to pipes and seating areas
around it with shade also Otsego because of the
size and how spread out

0

0

Alpine Skatepark

0

0

Orno lake skatepark in elk river, because they
have a good verity of street and transition

0

0

All da new ones

0

0

Shakopee- the flow of the park. Elk River is a
lovely park. Elliot in downtown Minneapolis it
has a hip/ bank and unique obstacles. Iowas
largest skatepark. Menomonie but it needs to be
concrete. Chicagos Grant park.

0

0

Shoreview

0

0

Mound mn, Edina ymca , 3rd layer

0

0

Elk river skate plaza I live the launch ramp the
pryimand gap the awesome street and manual
pads.I Love brooklyn park skate park , the super
butter coping and the small yet dope ramp
setups. And I can NOT forget the brand new st
paul skate plaza with its street inspired design
and leading to a bowl!

0

0

Coon rapids sand creek loop track

0

0

Na

0

0

Andover, Plymouth, maple grove

0

0

Shoreview, I love the flow and rails

0

0

Elliot in Minneapolis has the best back and forth
flow that can accomodate lots of skaters.
Lauridsen in Des Moines because there's a little
something for everyone (it's massive, obviously),
but I like it's "sections"--maybe that can exist on
a smaller scale. Elk River nicely seperates
bowl/street

0

0

St. Louis Skatepark

0

0

maple grove: basic flat bar and ledge with ramps
on each end, great hips. st. cloud: crisp edged
steel coping for locked in grinds.

0

0
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Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

St. Cloud plaza, oakdale - they are both concrete

0

0

Make sure the bowl is 4-6'+ deep. Make sure you
have a vert wall or section in the bowl. Not many
parks have vert.

0

0

Maple Grove and Shoreview, street type vibes

0

0

Shore view is one of the best because of how well
the transition to street ratio was perfect

0

0

Shokopee and rosemount because they are the
only two with good bowls

0

0

Andover skate

0

0

Only been to St. Francis

0

0

Mellowness of the mini ramp to learn new tricks
at sunshine park Andover MN, rails and stairs at
Maple Grove Skate Plaza

0

0

SLS Certified Skateparks, always have a good mix
of rails, ledges, stairs, and multiple lanes for
hitting obstacles from all directions.

0

0

3rd lair

0

0

3rd layer. Elk river.

0

0

St. Cloud: perfect street section and a bowl for
transition skaters.
Northland skate park (champlin mn): they have a
nice minny ramp and a chill down rail

0

0

Andover park, easy features. Also love any park
with transition

0

0

Saint cloud, mpls

0

0

shoreview

0

0

I don't have favorites but elk river is nice

0

0

Elk river- lots of space, mix of transition and
street, skate-able for beginners, and pros.

0

0

Sand creek

0

0

3rd lair

0

0

elk river, for their balanced layout and variety of
features. Plymouth for the flow, lots of
flatground space, and manny pad that you can
hit from both sides. New Hope for their small
quarter pipe, bi-level manny pad, and hip.
Andover for their 3ft mini ramp

0

0

Elk River- great flow throughout the park, and St
Cloud- good mix of street and transition for both
inline and skateboarding

0

0

Shoreview, maple grove, st cloud. Available for
all skill levels and very nice flowing parks

0

0

Andover/Ramsey have jersey barriers. The new
Shakopee park is close to perfect!!

0

0
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Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

Shoreview stair set

0

0

Na

0

0

Shoreview, Elliot, St. Cloud, Elk River, Maple
Grove

0

0

Palace diy, it has everything for learning

0

0

Alpine

0

0

Elliot park mpls. Feels like it belongs in its
surroundings

0

0

Maple Grove. A lot of areas and variety

0

0

Third Lair, because the layout is accessable for
beginners and experienced skaters.

0

0

None

0

0

3rd lair

0

0

Just starting out. Have not been to a park yet

0

0

new hope and elk river, have almost everything

0

0

Elk River, New Hope, Maple Grove.

0

0

Shoreview City Park

0

0

John Rose oval

0

0

Elk River - The Smooth Concrete, unique
obstacles and park features.

0

0

Not a lot of them my nephew skates so I'd like for
there to be more places for skateboards to go

0

0

SHOREVIEW

0

0

Na

0

0

Elliot Park in minneapolis. Elk River

0

0

I just go where I can

0

0

.

0

0

3rd Lair

0

0

N/A

0

0

Duluth parks

0

0

Aspen Park -Ramps, Andover Park - variety,
Cottage Grove - pump track

0

0

na

0

0
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Additional comments or questions?
Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

Make it HUGE!!

0

0

None

0

0

Thank you for doing this

0

0

I am excited about the new park! Thanks for
considering my inputs! 🥳

0

0

PLEASE make it have an open bowl. and thanks
for letting us give input.

0

0

I think it's great that you are reaching out to the
community in the design process of this
skatepark! Skateparks that have the input of
those who will use it always turn out the best :)

0

0

Mini ramp

0

0

THANK YOU!!!

0

0

N/a

0

0

None

0

0

-

0

0

N/A

0

0

no bowls

0

0

thank you for all of this work to create this new
skatepark!

0

0

Hope you all get something awesome!

0

0

Make it helmet

0

0

No comment

0

0

Kick ass

0

0

None

0

0

I don't skate but just wanted to add my opinion
as a former Park Board member and have always
been a proponent of the skate park.

0

0

This would be an awesome addition to the city
rather than having to drive out to the way to go
to a decent skate park

0

0

When will this be made.

0

0

Yall needa build this soon😭

0

0

Na

0

0

Needs good ground surface. Only wooden ramps
an boxes... Other than concrete No metal please
so cheesey

0

0

Yerrr Kingsley is a god

0

0
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Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

We NEED more skate parks in Anoka county for
our kids to learn!!!! So we don't have to drive so
far

0

0

i bmx and want to Advance my hobby. i have a lot
of friend that ride. also want to learn new stuff
that we can't do at the parks we go to. hope it is
the best in the area. good luck:)

0

0

Make it nice and flowy don't make it flow to one
spot where everyone stands. Make a couple
Bench areas so people aren't sitting on ramps or
in the way of features! Make it kick ass so it
brings the great community of skating and anoka
come together!

0

0

it would be nice to have a everything is welcome
park around here besides small ones. i'm a pro
scooter rider for lucky scooters and would love to
help with the design of the park further.

0

0

I grew up in the neighborhood and skated rocket
every single day as a kid. I still live in the
neighborhood and see the next generation of
kids skating around the neighborhood and
would like nothing more than to see the next
generation grow up with a good safe place to
learn and grow in the sport.

0

0

Please just add onto the existing park/don't
demo it. Some of us don't want a boring ass flat
plaza for teenage dipshits to vape and practice
kickflips...although you should probably have
flat area out of everyone's flow for those teens to
lurk like they always do....

0

0

I hope we get a new skate park!

0

0

change the name back to rocket park lol

0

0

Awesome!

0

0

Open not closed off

0

0

Name the park after jimmy corollo

0

0

No

0

0

This is amazing.

0

0

Have paid lockers there so we could put our stuff
in. Like the bus station.

0

0

MINI Ramp of sorts

0

0

nope

0

0

Nope

0

0

I'm a local parent of a high school skater and an
ex skater myself and I am so excited for this to
come to fruition. Skateboarding (biking,
scooting, etc) are absolutely viable activities for
kids and with the proper facilities, they'll have a
safe and inspiring environment to express
themselves.

0

0
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Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

No

0

0

Is there anyway to be more involved in the
design process? I have a background in
architecture, work for a municipality, and have
been skateboarding for over 15 years. I would
like the opportunity to be more involved/have
some more input in the design of the project if at
all possible. Thanks

0

0

When will the skatepark start being built?

0

0

Skater lives matter

0

0

Being unique and having different features then
other parks would be highly beneficial. This
skatepark would also help Pinewskis and the
skatepark is a staple for Anoka and surrounding
cities.

0

0

Please make this happen I grew up riding the
skate park that is decaying there right a cement
park would and can look so much better not to
mention last longer

0

0

The new st cloud plaza is NOT to be left out and
un acquainted for the entire design from vert to
the radical small medium gaps , launches and
grinds along with the Gnarly bowl!

0

0

Sell bricks to raise money to be apart of the park

0

0

Na

0

0

It awesome that you are doing this

0

0

park needs flow, very important. enough
obstacles that it's interesting and variety of
things to do but not so much that it gets
impossible to skate during busy times. NO
aluminum coping, it doesn't lock in well

0

0

How can Anoka compete with the current new
skate parks in the other citys? You need a feature
that will be the keystone. A vert section in the
bowl will do just that. By the time this gets to
fruition and built other citys will have newer
skate parks too. Future proof this park for all of
us!

0

0

No

0

0

Get skaters to design your parks

0

0

Please make a bowl with only pool coping
because it is the most true way of riding one to
replicate how pool skating was the grandfather
of all bowls ever made! Also it would be the only
one in Minnesota to have an all concrete coping
pool and would attract tons of skaters from all
around the state

0

0

No

0

0

Thanks for taking skater's input

0

0
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Responses

Upvotes

Downvotes

Have the whole park scaled up closer to Shore
View skateparks. St. Louis skatepark would be a
lot of peoples favorite had it been scaled up a bit,
it's too small, everything's close together and
low in height. Too compact.

0

0

None

0

0

Please have lights and keep them on for a decent
amount of time (11:00pm weekends and 10:15
weekdays)

0

0

Excited!!

0

0

This is a stupid survey. I would bring my
grandson. I do not know anything about
skateparks

0

0

MAKE THIS HAPPEN YALL!

0

0

Our area needs to have more approachable
features since there's quite a bit of beginner
skaters. Thank you for letting us offer our input!

0

0

Less = more. Dont leave areas overloaded with
features so that when things get busy it wont be
overwhelming for beginner/younger folks.

0

0

N/A

0

0

Na

0

0

None

0

0

Hoping for the Best!

0

0

would be there all day

0

0

Sooner this park gets built the better.

0

0

Thank You 🤟

0

0

Great way to update a nice park in the area. Not
a lot of areas for skateboards to go around here

0

0

NA

0

0

.

0

0

NA

0

0

None

0

0

Way over due and super excited!

0

0
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5.A. EAB Management Plan

Emerald Ash Borer
Management Plan

Updated:

Purpose
The Purpose of this plan is to minimize the social, economic and environmental impact the
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) will have on the City of Anoka, and to document in writing the planned
procedures and policies for managing EAB on a municipal level. It is meant to distribute costs
over a sensible amount of time, maximize and maintain long-term benefits provided by ash trees
in the urban forest, and to be used as a guide for actions taken throughout the course of EAB
infestation.

Applicability
This management plan is applicable to all public properties within the City, including rights-ofway, boulevards, parks and open spaces, as well as private properties. Woodland (wild) ash
trees are not actively managed and there is no plan to treat or remove these trees (unless these
trees are in direct hazard to frequently used pathways)

City of Anoka EAB Management Plan Coordinator
The City staff member responsible for administering the City of Anoka’s EAB management plan,
coordinating preemptive removals of ash trees, protective treatments, and replanting is Tessa
Saloka, Natural Resources Technician/Administrative Assistant.

History of EAB
The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), Agrilus planipennis, is a nonnative beetle, native to eastern Asia
that was first discovered near Detroit, Michigan in 2002. As of 2022, EAB has been confirmed in
35 states, including Minnesota. Since the initial finding, millions of ash trees have died and it
has cost states, municipalities, landscape managers, and property owners millions of dollars.
The larvae (immature stage) feed on the inner bark (phloem) of ash trees, disrupting the flow of
water and nutrients between the roots and the canopy, causing eventual tree decline and death.
EAB attacks all species of ash trees (Fraxinus spp.). Mountain ash are not of the Fraxinus
genus and are not affected by EAB. This is of great concern because Minnesota is home to
more than 900 million ash trees statewide and unlike some similar borers in the Agrilus genus
(such as two lined chestnut borer and bronze birch borer), EAB is not solely an opportunistic
pest, it is known to attack both healthy and stressed ash trees alike.
By the beginning of 2022, EAB had been confirmed in thirty-one (31) Minnesota counties,
including Anoka County. It was first confirmed by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture
in Anoka in June 2021.
During the spring and summer of 2021 the state of Minnesota experienced a major drought, for
most of the state it was the worst drought experienced in 10-30 years, and other parts the worst
in 40 years. The persistent moisture deficits were combined with above-normal temperatures
across the state. This was detrimental to the ash population, as this species naturally grow near
streams and rivers where moisture and plentiful, and shade and natural leaf litter protect and
cool the roots. Unless the trees were near irrigation systems (which is unlikely for boulevard
trees, more common for trees in the parks), extreme drought conditions will stress the trees and
lead to decline. Drought effects on trees are not always immediate and can take one to two
years to become apparent. It is expected that by summer 2022, widespread decline and
mortality of (infested) ash trees will increase as stressed trees release chemical compounds that
some tree-eating insects (such as EAB) can detect and use to find these trees.

Recognition of EAB
Signs/symptoms of EAB that can help detect an infestation include:
 Increased woodpecker activity/damage
 Bark splitting (vertical slits)
 Canopy dieback
 D-shaped exit holes created by adult insects as they emerge from the tree
 Epicormic branching/shoots near the base of tree
 S-shaped larval galleries
Initial attacks often occur in the upper canopy, making early detection more difficult. It often
takes 2-3 years for signs/symptoms to start showing.

Public Outreach and Education
City staff has used the website and newsletters to alert and inform residents of the first positive
diagnosis and the next steps. Staff will continue to educate citizens and the Council concerning
EAB. Tools that can be utilized include newsletter articles, mailings, the website, presentations
to various groups/organizations, and QCTV. Education will emphasize the importance of
monitoring and early detection as well as management strategies including removal and
disposal of infested wood and appropriate times of year to complete such work to avoid
inadvertently spreading EAB.
The website will be updated as needed with new information. There are various links to outside
organizations like the University of Minnesota Extension service and the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources about EAB and best management practices. Calls and Emails to the
public services office with questions about EAB will continue to be promptly answered with
adequate detail.

Tree Inventory and GIS
In December of 2021 the City contracted with YTS to conduct a city-wide tree inventory on
public trees located in Right-of-ways, mowed and maintained areas within parks, and a few
other city owned lots (city hall, water treatment plants, water towers). New developments (<10
years) and recent street renewal programs (<3 years) were left out in the initial inventory. YTS
will finish those areas in the fall of 2022.

Management Actions and Strategies
Public Properties –
 Right-of-Ways (ROW)
o There are approximately 735 ash trees located in right-of-ways. In winter of
2021-2022 149 ash trees were removed with an infestation, were in close
proximity to an infested tree or had defects and poor structure. As of April 1st,
2022 76 remain with an identified active EAB infestation.
o Ash trees with an active infestation indicated on the tree inventory are priority for
removals
o Existing ash trees with major defects, or with minor defects but in poor condition
will be removed.
o The City will create a new policy that prohibits the inclusion of planting any ash
species (Fraxinus spp.) on public property and boulevards. This will be applicable
to any proposed development, whether commercial, residential or industrial.
o Ash trees that are removed will be replaced with another species, this will come
out of the $10,000 for replanting efforts budgeted each year. Staff will focus on







diversity of the tree population in the City, and matching the right tree with the
right location.
o Plantings will be conducted in the spring and/or fall, based on staff availability
and budget. Staff will pursue community planting opportunities to help offset staff
needs.
Parks & Landscapes
o There are approximately 295 ash trees located in parks and maintained
landscape areas, as of April 1st 2022, 85 remain with an identified active EAB
infestation.
o Ash trees with a current infestation indicated on the tree inventory are priority for
removals
o Existing ash trees with major defects, or with minor defects but in poor condition
will be removed.
Woodland areas
o Ash trees in wooded areas will not be addressed unless in close proximity to a
trail or structure where harm and/or damage could result from a failure. However,
if an ash tree is in a wooded area is found to be infested and appears to be in the
early stages of infestation, said tree(s) may be removed to slow the spread to
other areas.
o Kings Island is the city’s largest wooded area with the most ash population.
Natural regeneration can’t necessarily be relied on as the buckthorn infestation is
spreading rapidly. Staff will continue to work with Anoka Conservation District
seek options that doesn’t involve removing all of the ash population on the island.
Greenhaven Golf Course
o There are approximately 254 ash trees located in Greenhaven Golf Course as of
April 1st 2022, 27 remain with an identified active EAB infestation.
o Greenhaven currently treats about 20 trees in house annually with a trunk spray,
they will continue to treat those trees.

Private Properties –
 Residential/Commercial/Industrial
o There are thousands of Ash trees, large and small, on private properties in
Anoka. No reliable inventory exists, and Ash densities vary by neighborhood.
o City staff will continue to mark ash trees on private property pursuant to City
Code – Sections 74.55 and 74.59 that is infected to any degree with Emerald
Ash Borer in any life stage and is of imminent danger to human life and safety.
Meaning, any ash tree on private property infected with EAB and has the
potential to fall and/or drop branches in any public right-of-way where
pedestrians and/or vehicles frequent will be marked.
o The city encourages residents to contact Public Services or an ISA certified
arborist if they suspect EAB on their property for confirmation and to begin taking
steps to remediation.
o The city encourages residents to replace trees lost with species appropriate for
the site, or to plant new trees in advance of EAB infestation and Ash removal as
a way of lessening the large economic and environmental impact of EAB.

Tree Disposal and Utilization
In December 2021 the City entered a contract agreement with Pioneer Tree Service through
2022 for ash tree and stump removal services. The City can renew this contract for four (4)
additional one (1) year terms. The contractor is required to bring the debris and dispose of it at

an approved disposal site per the Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s guidelines. City crews
have the ability to remove and grind trees up to 14” DBH (diameter at breast height / 4.5ft).

Chemical Treatments


Public Trees – City-owned ash trees found to be in healthy or in generally decent
condition, exhibit good architecture and are not suppressed are injected with a 4%
Emamectin Benzoate formulation on a 2-3 year rotation.



Private Trees – The City will not treat privately owned ash, but does strongly
recommend that residents treat trees using Emamectin benzoate before 30% or more of
the canopy has shown evidence of the canopy has shown evidence of EAB infestation.
The city has established a ‘bulk discount rate’ for private ash tree treatments with
Rainbow Treecare. Residents are encouraged to contact Rainbow if they are interested
in prolonging the life of their ash tree.

Replanting, Canopy Replacement and Care
Replanting with a variety of tree species in the right place with the correct techniques is the
primary objective to manage and retain Anoka’s tree population. Green ash was one of a few
species heavily used to replace the American elms that were lost to Dutch Elm Disease. Ash
was a chosen species to replant at that time because of its tolerance of a range of
environmental conditions and resistance to other pests. This resulted in a large monoculture for
many cities across Minnesota. At the time, species diversity was not a well understood concept
as a means to manage unforeseen devastation to plant communities. As we can learn from
mistakes, the city will avoid monocultures through diversity and mixed planting plans. Maples
(Acer spp.) will not be replanted as part of this canopy replacement plan. The species that will
be focused on to replant are ones with a population of less than 5% in the graph represented
below. This is not a true representation of all public trees as there are a few neighborhoods with
younger trees that need to be inventoried. The majority of those trees are maples. Below is the
most current representation of the Citys’ tree canopy diversity.

Public Services will dedicate the spring and fall to replanting the ash trees removed according to
this plan. The reforestation goal is to plant one tree for every ash tree removed. Staff will

continue to remove public hazardous trees of non-ash species. Pruning of all other non-ash
species may be delayed depending on staffing. It is in staffs’ best interest to get to a place
where new trees are replanted in advance of EAB removals.

Budgeting
The average price for removals in the winter of 2022 with Pioneer Tree Service was about
seven hundred dollars ($700) per tree, including stump grinding and site restoration (black dirt
and seed). The price of the tree largely depends on the size of the tree, the majority of ash trees
are in the 12-18 inch DBH range as represented in the table below. The Department of Natural
Resources ‘2021 Preparing for EAB’ grant provided $100,000 in funding for removals and
replanting. Staff has secured a second DNR ‘Preparing for EAB’ grant of $150,000 for removals
and replanting for 2022-2024. Staff will continue to seek additional grant funding opportunities.
Funds will need to be budgeted for removals and replanting beyond spring 2024.
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City Code and Official Policy
Any known public or private ash trees that have become infested with or are harboring larvae of
the Emerald Ash Borer (Agrilus plannipennis) are deemed a public nuisance as outlined below
in the City Code:
The following things are public nuisances whenever they may be found within the City of Anoka:
(A) Any living or standing tree or part of it including logs, branches, stumps, or firewood,
which has not been stripped of its bark and burned, or sprayed/injected with an effective
fungicide, as determined by the tree inspector, infected to any degree with
1.) The Dutch elm disease fungi, Ophiostoma novo-ulmi or Ophiostoma ulmi, or;
which harbors any of the elm bark beetles Scolytus miltistraiatus Hylurgophinus
rufipes (NEBB), or;
2.) The oak wilt fungus, Ceratocystis fafacearum, including any diseased material
of the red oak group with the potential of producing spores, or any white oak
(Quercus rubra), bur oak (Quercus macrocarpa), and swamp white oak (Quercus
bicolor) that poses a threat of transmission of disease through interconnected
root systems, or;
3.) Emerald ash borer, Agrilus planipennis in any life stage.

4.) Pine bark beetles, lps spp.

Plan Flexibility
This plan shall be re-evaluated as needed and as time permits. Changes shall be made based
on the most current research available and effective strategies being implemented in other
similarly sized and neighboring communities.

