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Public Services
Cemetery, Engineering, Parks and Public Works
NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE
ANOKA PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

Tuesday, February 15, 2022
7:00 PM
Anoka City Hall – Council Work Session Room
2015 First Avenue, Anoka
AGENDA

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. APPOVE MINUTES
3. OPEN FORUM
4. NEW BUSINESS
a. Tunnel Paintings & City Murals
b. Emerald Ash Borer Update
c. Rum River Trail
d. Lower Rum River Riverbank Restoration
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. West Rum River Trail Project
b. John Ward Bathrooms
c. Park Project Update
6. COMMUNICATIONS
7. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
8. ADJOURNMENT

Some members will be attending the meeting
remotely via Zoom. If unable to attend, please
call the Parks Department at 763-576-2980.
Zoom link will be available on the meeting
calendar on the city website and will be
emailed to all advisory board members.

Auxiliary aids for handicapped persons are
available upon request at least 96 hours in
advance. Please call the Administration Office
at 763-576-2740 to make arrangements.
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Public Services – Parks & Recreation
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
OF THE
ANOKA PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
TUESDSAY, JANUARY 25, 2022
COUNCIL WORK SESSION ROOM OF ANOKA CITY HALL
2015 FIRST AVENUE, ANOKA MN
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairperson Steve Nelson, Joe Anderla, Mike Clark, Zackary Heuring,
Derek Sebesta, Don Rowell, and Mark Beckenbach
MEMBERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM: Sam Scott and Mary Blankenship
MEMBERS ABSENT: none.
GUEST PRESENT: none.
STAFF PRESENT: Lisa LaCasse, Public Services Administrator and Jon Holmes, Public
Services Supervisor
STAFF PRESENT VIA ZOOM: Nickie Jenks, Recreation Manager

OATH OF OFFICE

Nelson conducted the oath of office for Blankenship, Beckenbach, and Heuring.

APPROVE MINUTES

There being no corrections to the December meeting minutes. A motion was made by Clark,
seconded by Rowell to APPROVE THE DECEMBER 21, 2021 REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD.
9 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried

OPEN FORUM
NEW BUSINESS
Election of Chair/Vice Chair

The floor was open for nominations for the 2022 Chairperson. Scott nominated Nelson for Chair.
There were no additional nominations. A motion was made by Scott, seconded by Anderla
to approve Nelson for Chair. 9 – AYES, 0 – OPPOSED. Motion carried.
Nelson is the 2022 Chairperson of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.
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The floor was open for nominations for the 2022 Vice-Chairperson. Clark nominated Scott for
Vice Chair. There were no additional nominations. A motion was made by Clark, seconded
by Blankenship to approve Scott for Vice Chair. 9 – AYES, 0 – OPPOSED. Motion carried.
Scott is the 2022 Vice-Chairperson for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.

Committee Assignments/Discussion
LaCasse asked the board to consider whether the subcommittees are still applicable or
if the board prefers to discuss topics as a collective board moving forward. There is
always an option to create special task forces with interested members when needed,
like for the Skate Park project at John Ward. Scott and Beckenbach both agree that not
much goes on with the committees, and they just don’t meet often enough, so
abolishing the committee assignments would be okay. Nelson thinks topics are handled
quicker if items are just discussed at the board meetings. Blankenship thinks that
creating task forces would be good if there was ever a need to meet quicker. Nelson
asked Saloka if she thinks there would be an issue abolishing the Tree Management
Committee. The entire Park Board membership is listed as the Tree Committee with
regard to the Tree City USA information, and if needed, a tree management topic can
just be added to the park board agenda and discussed together as a group.
A motion was made by Blankenship, seconded by Beckenbach to terminate the
use of subcommittees, and discuss those topics as a group at the regular
scheduled meetings. 8 – AYES, 0 – OPPOSED, 1 - ABSTAINED. Motion carried.
2022 Goals and 2021 Accomplishments
City manager Lee has asked that the boards get together and set goals for 2022 and go
through accomplishments from 2021. LaCasse has worked with Holmes and Jenks to
create options for discussion for the park board goals and a list of project
accomplishments. Other items are welcome to be added to the list.
The goals for 2022 are listed as follows in the packet; some of the goals are being
carried over from 2021.
1) Complete planned projects for 2022
• Rudy Johnson – hold ribbon cutting/grand re-opening
• Mississippi River Riverbank Stabilization – installation of trail, plant additional
trees
• Emerald Ash Borer project
• Rum Riverbank Stabilization
• Station Cove – playground/shelter installation in progress
• Trail maintenance – 1300’ of Rum River Trail overlay
• 12 Boat slips at Peninsula Point
• Skate Park planning/design
• John Ward Bathroom
• Replace aquatic center boiler
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2) Work with council to commit funding for future park redevelopment/enhancement
projects and facility improvements. Identify long-term funding strategy for park capital
fund to support park system needs in the future.
3) Pursue grant funding for future projects West Rum River Trail, skate park, Rum River
Trail Rail Crossing
4) Advocate increase of full-time maintenance staff members to align with park,
boulevard, and landscape maintenance increases and maintenance expectations. Align
park budget with maintenance needs and standards of care.
Nelson thinks the list covers everything accomplished, not sure what else would need to
be added. Anderla brought up a council meeting he watched, one topic was about the
Greenhaven Golf Course redesign, he asked which properties the city is wanting to sell
to help pay for the project. LaCasse answered, a lot of properties are being looked at
some have already been sold. There are four lots on South Street, there is a 13-acre lot
on the corner of Bunker Lake Boulevard and 7th Avenue that is being talked about to sell
for commercial use, the David weekly homes on 4th Ave, and the potential site for more
David Weekly homes, and Eastview Meadows. The city would be taking all of the
revenue from all the property that has been recently sold or will be sold to put it towards
the Greenhaven redesign. The 13-acre lot on the corner is worth an estimated 2-3
million dollars. Nelson asked what kind of commercial property would go there, LaCasse
said that staff has talked about a grocery store and a strip type commercial building with
multiple store fronts, maybe a gas station. A lot of details are being worked through still
with the Greenhaven project and staff is just brainstorming at this time. Northstar fence
has been bought by the city and is currently out of business.
A motion was made by Sebesta, seconded by Rowell, to accept the 2022 goals as
written. 9 – AYES, 0 – OPPOSED. Motion carried.
Accomplishments for 2021 are on the bottom of the sheet in the packed. Listed as
follows.
1. Completed the following projects
• Mississippi Riverbank Stabilization project; completed under budget
• Amphitheater National Registry Re-evaluation; completed
• Enloe Basketball court resurfacing
• Station Cove – playground installation in progress
• New Highland Park – basketball court installation
• Trail maintenance – 1300’ of Rum River Trail overlay
• Rudy Johnson – playground installation ready for wood chips, building
construction in progress
2. Successful $1.08m grant award for Rum Riverbank Stabilization project north of
Woodbury House
3. Identify and pursue funding options for future park development projects and facility
improvements. Identify long-term funding stream for park capital fund to support park
system needs in the future.
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Boat slip revenue beginning in 2023 will go to Park Capital fund, not general fund
o Ave of $48,000/year from Akin, Riverfront Park, Rum River Shores
o Beginning 2026 Pen point $25,000-30,000
4. Successful $100,000 Emerald Ash Borer grant
•

5. Educate and encourage publics’ use of information/communication tools available
through the city website, recreation software, and social media platforms.
• Anoka Facebook page, share to Aquatic Center Facebook page
o Auto publish on twitter and Instagram
• Utilizing communication tools through the website list serve options
o Rum River
o Recreation
o Aquatic Center
LaCasse thinks the biggest accomplishment is the $1.08 million grant for the riverbank
stabilization project at the Woodbury house. LaCasse Identified and requested
revenues from the boat slip leases, beginning in 2023 will go in to the park capital fund.
In the past all revenue went straight into the city’s general fund, which doesn’t help
public services, the crew does the install and maintenance on the dock systems. Staff is
looking into buying and installing $125,000 worth of dock to install potentially at
Peninsula point, this topic will be talked about later. The money would be borrowed from
the urban redevelopment fund and will be paying it back with the lease income from
resident and non-resident lessees. An estimated $25,000-30,000 per year in revenue
would come from the new dock system, once the borrowed money is paid off, all of the
revenue after that point will all go into the park capital fund. If one of the liquor store
closes, it will be a good revenue substitute for the parks system.
Nelson told staff good job on the grant for Emerald Ash Borer. He mentioned that he
tried looking for information on the grant for the Rum River Riverbank Stabilization
project online but can’t find anything. LaCasse commented that the Minnesota Board of
Water & Soil Resources (BWSR), the grant administers, have not released much about
that grant and is not sure how much of it will be online, staff is still waiting to sign
contract paperwork with them.
Anderla asked about the amphitheater and wanted a recap of what the recommendation
was for delisting, LaCasse replied that the recommendation was to not delist the
amphitheater from the National Registry, the recommendation in itself is the
accomplishment. After that the Board decided as a group to not delist it and to work
around it for the trail construction.
A motion was made by Anderla, seconded by Blankenship, to accept the 2021
accomplishments as written. 9 – AYES, 0 – OPPOSED. Motion carried.
Aquatic Center 2022 Operations
Jenks is trying to figure out how to utilize most of the season, rather than just adding
sessions in the evening and not having the off week between lessons. She wanted to be
creative because the 3 weeks gets a little long, she wants to enhance the learning in the
evening classes, and align them with the morning classes. The proposed schedule is
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included in the packet. Blue is the proposed schedule. Staff could hold lessons called
jump back at the beginning of the season, this class would be a review from last level
that the child was in and give a little refresher. Comments have come from parents,
wishing that there was a day at the beginning of the season to revisit skills learned from
the last season. The proposed schedule consists of two full sessions for two weeks (A &
B), Monday-Thursday in the morning and the evening. The change would align times
and prices for the morning and evenings. The Jr. Guard and Stroke Shop classes would
be for one week, and then the same two-week session (C & D), a break for a week, and
two more sessions (E & F). The stroke shop would be for kids stuck on a certain skill, it
would provide them with intense teaching to help them move on. July 25-29th is typically
the hottest week of the summer, so that could be a session break for a week, and have
full days of open swim for people. During that week there could have fun incentives to
show up, small little events/games, it could be a fun time to get creative and do activities
that we haven’t had the opportunity to do in the past.
A survey was sent out to all evening lesson attendees from last year. The survey asked
if a two-week schedule, four days a week is easy for families to commit and if it’s not
easy, the days they could commit to and/or prefer to make commitment easier. About
half of the responses said they could commit to a schedule like the proposed. Jenks is
asking the board their opinion on the proposed schedule change for lessons. LaCasse
asked Jenks to share the impact the schedule would have on open swim, Jenks said
that 11 hours of open swim would be lost over the course of the whole season, it ends
up being about 1 hour per week lost.
Staff has also thought about holding special swim times for season pass holders to
make up for the loss over the week, it could be on Saturday or Sunday mornings. If on
Saturdays, the little splashers could be held every other Saturday, and switch. The hour
lost per week is not a huge impact but Jenks does want to be considerate of the dollars
spent on the season passes. Blankenship asked what percentage of people have their
kids go to multiple sessions during the summer. Jenks replied, at least 50% try to do at
least two sessions. Blankenship asked, how long each session is. Jenks replied, about
40 minutes, and typically evening classes get less time than the morning classes which
reflects in the prices. The change makes the price for each class the same for each
session. Blankenship mentioned that a Monday-Thursday schedule for two weeks, is a
big commitment for families rather than two days a week but does understand that there
is some creativity in the proposed schedule. Rowell added that when his kids were in
swim lessons, they were every morning during the week, if parents want their kids in
lessons they will find a way to make the schedule work. Sebesta added that for his
family, it always seems that at least one of the weeks during the three-week schedule
would conflict with prior obligations, he likes the stroke shop idea. Nelson stated that
Jenks had a good year last year despite the pandemic, Jenks should be supported
through this proposal and should try it out. LaCasse added that some kids do get caught
up on strokes, and parents have commented about a recap session rather than just
jumping into new material. Jenks mentioned that they could work in the coaches from
the ACES program, to include it. LaCasse added that it makes staffing easier, it’s hard
to commit to the 3 weeks, easier commitment if a lesser time period. Jenks agreed
about the staffing. Scott thinks Jenks’ suggestion is probably the right way to go. He
added, with his daughter in lessons and talking to other parents, people do find a way to
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get there because they want their kids in lessons, and since most of the times other
places are all filled up there are no other options. Scott is not concerned in the change
loosing 11 hours over the season, the education piece of the pool is kind of paramount
to the reason why we have it. Clark showed the schedule to his wife, who is a
competitive swimmer and has swam all her life, she thinks it’s great because it gives
repetition to the kids and provides structure. Scott agreed that back to back lessons,
and repetition helps kids thrive in these programs.
A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Heuring to approve the proposed
schedule change for the 2022 Aquatic Center season. 9 – AYES, 0 – Nays. Motion
carried.
2022 Concert Series
There is a memo included in the packet of explaining what Jenks wants to discuss with
the board about the 2022 Concert Series. Jenks is wondering if the board would like to
continue with both locations and the Tuesday/Sunday weekly schedule. Scott
appreciates having the concerts held at multiple locations, it helps to showcase the
parks for both residents and non-residents. Blankenship asked what is driving the
question. Jenks replied, the bulk of it is the budget and feedback from Council, they
would like to see the big bands play at Riverfront, and make those nights really fun for
the public. The issue with that is the price to get these bigger bands to play keeps going
up throughout the years. There is no revenue to the City coming from these events. The
budget provided for both concert series and the band for the End of Summer Bash is
$10,000 per year. LaCasse added that the band for End of Summer Bash is typically
around $1500-$2000, about $2500-$3000 is spent for George Green, and $5000 for the
concerts at Riverfront Memorial Park. Jenks mentioned that staff has relied on the
Aquatic Center being open on Sundays, which allows for a staff member like a manager
to go open up the bandshell for the bands. LaCasse said that the same situation goes
on for the Tuesday night series, a staff member needs to be present to unlock/lock
electrical access. Rowell asks if anyone at the Senior Center could help out with getting
the bands set up, since the drivers sometimes work on Sundays. LaCasse hasn’t asked
the Senior Center about that option. There is a drive from Council to have big, fun
bands. In 2021 there were 6 concerts at George Green, and 11 at Riverfront. Scott
asked if the budget is subsidized at all. Jenks replied, the End of Summer Bash was a
joint effort with local businesses. LaCasse added that staff has started talking about
seeking out sponsorships in the downtown district, but didn’t want to start that with
Covid-19, knowing the businesses were already taking a financial hit. Casa Rio and
Mauer Main have been sponsors for these concerts.
Nelson asked if there were only a couple of concerts at George Green, would it be
enough to build a following and not loose the audience. Jenks and LaCasse think it
would affect the following, and that’s why the concerts at George Green were in clusters
last year. Sebesta asked if it’s a known fact that people are showing up because they
know every Sunday there is music. Jenks thinks there is a following at George Green, at
Riverfront there is more of a mix of people that know, and others that are just passing
by and stop. Nelson asked if the couple hundred dollar increase really make a
difference, LaCasse thinks that we could have a really good concert series if we threw
all the money to focus on having the series at Riverfront. There is a lot of negotiating
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that goes on to even get the rates that we do for some of these bands, a lot of them are
just giving us a good deal because it’s a weeknight. Even soloist want $300-$500 per
gig, they play for two hours. Nelson thinks on a budget, downtown at Riverfront is
probably the way to go. Rowell asked if George Green could be every other week. They
have tried to group the concerts together, for consistency to keep the following. Rowell
suggested starting the concerts after the 4th of July and run it through August, since
most people start staying home with less travel after the 4th. Jenks said based on
weather in the spring there has been more cancellations in the earlier part of the year.
Nelson suggested having a band at Castle Field too, the association could help with
expenses, and the band could play on the 3rd of July.
Anderla asked if Council is opposed to allocating more money to the concert series.
LaCasse said that Council has suggested finding sponsorship for more funds. Scott
added that if the concerts move to bigger bands, with a larger following, that the
businesses will benefit from the draw of people to the downtown area. LaCasse said
that most people are bringing food and beverages from the downtown district to watch
the concerts. Blankenship likes having the concerts in a different location to keep the
small neighborhood feel, she would like to keep it consistent, and shortening up the
weeks would be a good idea. Running the concerts most of July and into August sounds
good, it would be a shame to shorten it up so much that people loose interest. Jenks
added that the weekend after the 4th is July 10th and if the concerts go till August 21st,
the last day of the regular season for the pool. That is seven Sundays that we could
have concerts at George Green. LaCasse thinks that seven dates, with a budget of
around $2500 would be fine. Jenks added that it is nice to have George Green as an
option because some of the groups that we have play benefit from the amplification
from the bandshell, other bands don’t need that because they have all the equipment
and are great to have at Riverfront. Scott pointed out the amount of community around
George Green with the senior center, aquatic center, churches, and schools. Nelson
asked what having some at George Green does for the average dollar. LaCasse said it
would be about $300-$400 per band, staff can make it work. Jenks will start asking for
sponsorships, they will get their name on the flyers. LaCasse said that one thing that will
be different starting this year is that the food trucks will now have to pay a nominal fee
of $25 to be a part of the event if they are for profit. At some food trucks that fee is
covered with just selling two menu items. The fee revenue will go back to the concerts.
Non-profits will have the option to make a donation, but the fee will not be required. The
food trucks have never had to report their earnings for these events. Staff has talked
about not doing the End of Summer Bash and doing something in the beginning of the
year, like spring into summer or something clever, and happier sounding. The average
for the bands to play at Riverfront would be $800-$1000.
A motion was made by Scott, seconded by Rowell, to keep the concert series at
two locations, 6-7 dates at George Green and a full schedule at Riverfront
Memorial Park. 9 – AYES, 0 – OPPOSED. Motion carried.
Archery Hunting
• Deer Hunting Report
Jenks gave an update on the end of season totals for the 2021 archery season. Deer
Harvested is on par for years past. Six deer were harvested out of both Kings Island
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and the Nature Preserve. There were five at the Nature Preserve, one at Kings Island,
and zero at Sunny Acres. There were a couple employees that hunted this year, they
were let in to fill open spots after residents had the change to register. There were a lot
of reports of coyotes around. Rowell thinks that Sunny Acres is a good viable spot to
hunt, there were a few issues with items being stolen and people roaming around and
not staying on the trail. Signs are posted, people are just choosing not to follow
instructions. There is a homelessness issue back there, Rowell would call Public
Services when he found encampments to get them cleaned up. A lot of people are
dumping things back there. Some of those issues might go down with the new houses.
He is surprised at the amount of wildlife back there. There was ample opportunity to
harvest in there. It could take a couple of years like it did for the Nature Preserve for
people to really take note and understand what is going on.
Anderla asked Rowell if he would go back out to Sunny. Rowell would go back to
Sunny, it is a viable place to hunt. The morning was best because there was more
pedestrian traffic in the afternoon. The pedestrian traffic died down once school started.
The people that are back there just do what they want, move the fencing, they are trying
to ride their bikes or are just typically up to not good. Anderla asked if the new houses
will really help the issues, and if the police get reported when people are stealing or up
to no good. Rowell said the police have better things to do than to monitor those woods,
there has never been pictures of people drinking or partying. They are just walking
through, see the cameras and try to take them. Some of the people are homeless that
the police already know. The buckthorn at the nature preserve makes it harder for the
deer to see the hunters, which is probably why the numbers are higher up there. There
is still a good viable population to manage at Sunny Acres.
• 2022 Turkey Hunting
LaCasse shared that this topic has come up because Clark has asked to talk about it.
There is a growing turkey population within the City, she has seen turkeys around King
Park, and staff received several pictures of turkeys on several trail cameras at Kings
Island. There has been sightings of Turkey at Sunny Acres and the Dunham Oaks
neighborhood; and Clark has spoken to residents north of the Nature preserve.
LaCasse would like the board to discuss whether a management hunt for turkeys could
be something the city does in the future or not. LaCasse asked Jenks to research
information on public turkey hunts, there is one at the St. Cloud airport. Included in the
packet is the application and rules for the St. Cloud airport hunt.
Turkey archery hunting is a lot different than deer hunting, the arrow points straight out
instead of pointing down, so the arrow does go further. The DNR has two seasons per
year, spring and fall. Pulling it together for this year would be difficult, but staff would like
the boards’ opinion. The DNR does not do anything to manage the turkeys, they just
say to assert dominance and to take away the food source that keeps them coming
back. The fall turkey hunting is during deer season and a hunter can shoot either a male
(Jake/Tom) or hen. Rowell added that spring hunting is Toms and Jakes only, it would
be tough this year to find out if there is a viable population to be hunted. They will
respond to both turkey and owl calls. Turkeys like open areas, and typically the hunter is
on the edge of a field/open space. It would be tough to hunt in the Nature Preserve
because of the buckthorn and all of the people traffic. They roost in the trees; decoys
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are typically set in a clearing so they see them when coming off their roosts. Decoys of
toms and hens are put out in the spring, the toms want to fight and will go over to the
decoys. The arrow head is much bigger because they are pretty tough animals. Anderla
asked how far the arrows will go and if it will affect the trails. Rowell said most hunters
are shooting not much more than 30 yards distance, unless you have a cross bow.
Distance also depends on the archers draw weight. There are restrictions on the
distance someone can bow hunt from the trails. LaCasse brought up a map of Kings
Island to show Anderla the location of where the deer hunters typically are. Nelson said
he has seen more turkeys on Yoho Dr. than on Kings Island. Rowell added that turkeys
can be aggressive, they reproduce fast, destroy things, and if they are hit by a vehicle
there is typically a lot of damage.
Heuring thinks that if people are interested in the hunt and signing up that they will
probably be ethical and understand limitations. Rowell mentioned that the hunters could
also be required to do a proficiency test, Average Joes in Coon Rapids can do the tests.
It has to be done every year, a lot of cities do require it. They are testing the hunters’
competence in their hunting equipment. Anderla asked how the park would be closed,
LaCasse doesn’t have that answer, staff is just asking what the board thinks about it,
investigate it more or leave it be. If the board thinks it okay it is something staff can work
on to make it happen spring of 2023. The spring season starts in six weeks, and that
would be a lot of making things happen if it were done this year. Nelson said that he
does like walking off the main trails and adding another hunting season would inhibit
that for a lot of people. LaCasse said that the season starts in April, and it doesn’t need
to be for 6 weeks, we can allow if for a week or two. Nelson thinks it’s too wet anyways
for people to want to be walking off the trails at that time. Rowell is suggesting that staff
at least look into it, he offered to help with viability counts since he is retired. It would
allow time to gather all the necessary information for 2023. Nelson thinks that it’s worth
looking into. Anderla is concerned about hunting at all these locations and adding more
dates with the deer and goose hunting, he feels that it’s already enough. Rowell said
that the hunts are for management purposes. Deer hunting is limited to residents, and
the goose hunts are for veterans. The deer hunting is a great benefit for the residents
that don’t have access to land, staff manages these hunts well so there is never any
misconduct. Turkey hunters go out in the morning because the birds are coming off their
roosts. LaCasse added that the people are told where to shoot. Nelson asked about the
blinds at Kings Island are first come, first serve. They are, they have been full every
weekend this past fall, and they shoot right over the river so there has never been
concerns. Nelson asked the board if they want the topic investigated further, and bring it
back at a later time. Heuring and Beckenbach both think that it’s a good idea. Scott is
perfectly fine with staff looking into it further, but does understand Anderlas’ concern
about adding all of these hunts and that we Anoka is a small city. Rowell added that the
limitations that Andover and Ramsey have for their hunting is rigid and odd. Nelson
concluded that further investigation and communication on allowing turkey hunting won’t
do any harm.
Castle Field – Score Board Sponsor
A couple of businesses have reached out to LaCasse regarding score board recognition
on the Castle Field score board. Large contributions have been made by two companies
– Killebrew Rootbeer and Conexus. LaCasse wants the board to discuss the idea of
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allowing additional financial contributions recognition on the top and bottom of the
board. LaCasse pulled up a mockup of what the score board could look like. The dollar
amounts needed would need to be decided. Sterling Trophy has asked what amount of
money they need to contribute to purchase the rights of recognition on the board. Mauer
Main has also inquired; their name is on Goodrich Field and they are interested in
Castle because of the connection to Baseball in MN. Jim Lundeen/Kellebrew has been
a major contributor with nearly $30,000 donated and that donor should be considered or
given first right of refusal.
The initial campaign raised about $80,000 which was used in phase III to complete the
plaza and pay for some maintenance and equipment replacement. The money raised
from the score board sponsorship could go into an escrow/capital fund account to help
pay for future expenses. Mauer Main has been asking about the scoreboard ever since
their name change. Nelson is wondering if there would be any conflict with sharing
either the top/bottom space of the board, and would like LaCasse to ask Mauer Main if
they would have a problem sharing space. LaCasse will investigate more and bring it
back to the board for further discussion. The banner advertisement sales go back to the
Castle Field Association. The park board is being asked to make this decision because
there is a conflict of interest with the interested parties and the Castle Field Association.
The scoreboard is 24 feet across, and the imaging could be 2-4 feet tall. This topic will
be brought back for further discussion.
Boat Slip Expansion – Peninsula Point
There is currently a waiting list of 31 names for boat slip rentals at Akin Park. All 20 slips
are booked out at Akin Riverside for the 2022 season. Staff is seeking a new location to
add a 12 rental slips and thinks that Peninsula Point Park is a good option. We have
been met with opposition from Rivers Pointe regarding placing slips at the old boat
launch location in Akin, but LaCasse has a meeting in February with the Rivers Point
Association to discuss it. The Wild and Scenic Area starts at Madison St, so staff is
trying to avoid being north of that area. We would be limited to how many slips we can
install in the Wild and Scenic. We have heard that the Rivers Pointe residents don’t
want to look a docks out their windows. The proposed area at Pen Point is a good
option as it is still on the Rum, it’s across from the boat launch, and has easy access to
Champlin. The river is about 80 feet across. Staff is looking at a twelve slip expansion,
council has approved it in the budget. The initial expense would come out of the urban
redevelopment fund, and would get paid back over 5 years using the rental income. The
new system is quoted at $125,000, once that amount is paid back the revenue from Pen
Point would go into park capital. Starting in 2023 all of the revenue from the Akin,
Riverfront and North Rum locations will be a revenue stream for the park capital fund –
about $50,000 annually.
Nelson asked what the access would look like, LaCasse shared that it would be stairs, a
transfer platform, and a gangway, the system would have 6 fingers providing 12-slips –
the whole system will be about 200’ long. Pen Point is a good option because half of the
people on the waitlist reside in Hennepin County. Currently, half of the lessees at Akin
are non-residents. Residents pay $1800, and non-residents pay $2400 for the season.
A lottery would be done for non-residents after all of the residents on the list have been
contacted and accounted for. LaCasse did ask if any lessees at Akin would want to
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commit and move over to Pen Point, no one took the offer. Nelson asked if the resident
adjacent to the park (Becker, Pierce Refrigeration) would have a problem with it,
LaCasse doesn’t think so but staff will let them know. Another option would be too put
the dock system on the Mississippi side of the peninsula, or further up the Rum on the
Akin side but the association needs to be part of that discussion with staff. When Rivers
Pointe was constructed the developer wanted docks for its residents but the city said
no. The rental slips are a great revenue maker, currently the revenue goes into the city’s
general fund, in 2023 that will change.
John Ward Park
• Bathroom
LaCasse asked the board what they would like to see for the bathroom at John Ward.
Should it be heated, or not, and the number of stalls needed, design or style. Nelson
asked what the budget for it is. There is $250,000 allocated in the budget for 2022 from
Covid-19 funding for infrastructure upgrades. There are precast prefabricated options
available, but we would need to find out if it is possible to insulate them or heat them, all
the examples are not heated with open venting. Anderla feels very strongly that all new
restrooms constructed should be heated and open year round. He went on to share his
frustration that the bathrooms at Sunny Acres aren’t heated and no one can use them
during early summer and late fall soccer. The city should spend the money to make
them all fully functional year round. Heating modifications were discussed, but
Beckenbach added that a commercial mini-split heater wouldn’t be an option for
heating, they don’t work well in anything less than 15-20 degrees, and should be used
as a supplemental system for heat in Minnesota. Holmes said that the building would
need a full gas furnace system if the building were heated through the winter. LaCasse
added that there is a large cost difference to add a furnace because of the extra room
needed for a larger utility room, there still needs to be room for plumbing and electrical.
Anderla thinks that nothing spells out Anoka better than seeing a nice bathroom locked
up when it starts to get cold out because of the worry of pipes freezing, Anoka needs to
step it up and allow for year round usage. Rowell asked how the doors would be locked
at night, LaCasse said we can do the electronic locking doors like there is at Peninsula
Point. Nelson thinks that nothing goes on during the winter at John Ward to justify
heating the bathrooms, there are no rinks, or skiing. Anderla thinks that the city needs to
make the step for a year round facility, the people that frequent Sunny are so thankful
the city plows the path so they can walk their dogs around the park. Think of how nice it
would be for them to have a place to warm up if they need to use the restroom.
Beckenbach thinks that there is a place for a heated bathroom in the City, it’s just not at
John Ward.
LaCasse is wondering what kind of bathroom would be suitable, heating aside. There
are hybrid family/unisex style options combined with the typical men’s/women’s; there
could also just be a facility with multiple unisex stalled bathrooms. LaCasse suggests
that the park have more than two toilets. Holmes and LaCasse have been investigating
the best location for the bathroom for park user access but there is limited utility access
to the park. The old wooden shelter by the irrigation pump seems to be the best location
for a new bathroom; it would be more centrally located but sanitary sewer access is an
issue. LaCasse shared some images of different bathroom layouts, a lot of them can be
retrofitted and modifiable to needs. A bathroom 20’ x 24’ or 24’ x 28’ would probably be
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best. There are some purchasing options through a consortium named Sourcewell, it’s
like buying off the state bid. Design, shipping and installation is included, sort of like an
all-inclusive deal, the city would just be responsible for bringing the utilities up to the
distance needed. Another option is to go to the company that the Rudy Johnson
building was purchased from and have something customized. Nelson doesn’t want to
spend $500,000 on “brick outhouse”, a heated option would be great, and the multiple
options for men’s, women’s, and family. Anderla said he is not talking about a heated
facility that people can spend the winter in. Nelson commented on the price gouging
that is happening with building commercial.
LaCasse needs to know what the board wants her to ask for so that she doesn’t need to
go back a bunch of times for estimates. If a building is found that the board agrees with
but the price is too high, amenities can be cut as needed to better fit the budget. The
bathrooms will need to be ADA compliant. Nelson added that it would be nice to find
something standard for the city so that we can start looking at other locations to put
these facilities. LaCasse said that if we start asking a contractor for custom builds it just
drives the price up. The Rudy Johnson building is almost completed and will probably
be $260-$274,000 when it’s completed. Nelson asked when the bathrooms are closed
for the season. Holmes answered, the bathrooms are typically opened around Mother’s
Day, and closed after Halloween. Beckenbach brings up a previous conversation the
board had about uniformity across the city with facilities. He asked if a building similar to
Rudy would drive the price up. LaCasse brought the company’s website up that
manufactured the building for Rudy, Cedar Forest Products and found some bathroom
plans that are modular. We already know from experience working with them that they
allow modifications to the layouts. Scott mentioned that if they are all single stall, they
could just be unisex. LaCasse is concerned about putting a cedar building in a park that
is not monitored a lot because of vandalism, which would ultimately limits us to a
concrete building.
• Skatepark
There is currently $40,000 in the budget to design a skate park. LaCasse has talked
with Jenks about creating a task force for the skate park with some park board
members and community people. We can use a company through Sourcewell, or go out
for an RFP. We should be able to get a design with $40,000, and then we can get prices
for the construction. Pinewskis Board Shop has starting contributing, and a company
they suggested a company called Spohn Ranch. That company is also on Sourcewell
so we could just go directly to them for design and building. Heuring thinks that would
be a good idea. LaCasse is wondering if any of the board would like to be on the skate
park task force. Heuring, Sebesta, and Scott will be part of the task force. Jenks
recently talked to Pinewski’s they have been talking to youth that frequent the shop and
they have selected a few people to be on the task force as well.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Rudy Johnson Update
Staff is waiting for the gas line to be installed for heating. There is electric to the
building, and the exterior lights have been on at night for security. The project has been
in a holding pattern.
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Winter Recreation Update
Jenks updated winter usage at the rinks. There has been some good usage.
Attendance numbers:
Wilson – 714
Sorenson – 382
Enloe – 952
Winterfest will be February 5th, 12p - 4p. The bags tournament is sponsored by Mauer
Main.
COMMUNICATIONS
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
Tunnel Paintings & City Murals
Rum River Trail Exhibit
Mock up for Rum River Tail Grant Application
Future Skate Park Meetings
Adjournment
There being no further discussion, a motion was made by Heuring, seconded by
Sebesta, to ADJOURN THIS REGULAR MEETING. 9 – AYES, 0 – OPPOSED.
Motion carried.
Time of adjournment 9:52 pm
Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa LaCasse
Public Services Administrator
Tessa Saloka
Public Services/Recording Secretary

4.C. Rum River Trail

N
1
1

4.D. Lower Rum River
Riverbank Restoration

The City of Anoka has been awarded a Clean Water Grant from Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) in the amount of $1,008,820 for the
Rum River Woodbury House Riverbank Stabilization Project. Staff never received an official notice prior to receiving the grant agreement which
memorializes the grant funds to the City. At this time the proposed project is now fully funding and construction is planned in 2023.
The riverbank along the Rum River at the Woodbury House has been eroding over the past years (see attached pictures) and the city has
budgeted for the required grant match for the riverbank stabilization project in 2022/2023, for a total of $1.3M (including grant). Staff will be
working with the Anoka Conservation District (ACD) and Bolton-Menk on the construction plans in 2022. See proposed project description and
location below:

5.A. West Rum River Trail

Rum Riverwalk Phase 1, Anoka, MN

BOLTON & MENK, Inc.
January 27, 2022

Preliminary Estimate

PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE
Item

Item Description

Notes

Unit

Est. Qty

Unit Price

Total Cost

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

General Site Improvements
Mobilization
Clearing & Grubbing
Site Grading
Silt Fence
Turf Establishment & Landscaping
Rain Garden
Kiosk
Traffic Control
subtotal

LS
LS
LS
LF
LS
SF
LS
LS

1
1
1
800
1
1,700
1
1

$35,000.00
$8,000.00
$15,000.00
$6.00
$50,000.00
$15.00
$10,000.00
$5,000.00

$35,000.00
$8,000.00
$15,000.00
$4,800.00
$50,000.00
$25,500.00
$10,000.00
$5,000.00
$153,300.00

9
10
11

Trails
4" Bituminous Pathway
4" Colored Concrete (Trail Nodes and Amphitheater upper plaza))
Concrete Stairway
subtotal

SY
SY
SF

1,900
500
1

$65.00
$135.00
$20,000.00

$123,500.00
$67,500.00
$20,000.00
$211,000.00

12
13
14

Stone House Access
Overlook
Pedestrian Bridge
Interpretive Panels
subtotal

LS
LS
EA

1
1
2

$60,000.00
$150,000.00
$5,000.00

$60,000.00
$150,000.00
$10,000.00
$220,000.00

Subtotal

$584,300.00

Contingency (15%)

$87,645.00

Construction Cost Total

$671,945.00

Indirect Costs (25%)

$167,986.25

Total Project Costs

$839,931.25
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II.

IMPORTANT ITEMS YOU NEED TO KNOW
A. How to Apply
• Anticipated funding available for FY 2023 is approximately $850,000 from “In Lieu Of”
lottery proceeds. This funding is divided between three Park and Trail grant programs.
This funding is subject to appropriation from the MN Legislature and signature of the
Governor.
• All applications must be received electronically by March 31, 2022
• Applications are to be submitted electronically in a “.pdf” format by the due date above.
Paper submission of applications will not be accepted. To submit the application, email a
pdf version of the application and attachments to Trailgrants.DNR@state.mn.us. This is
the official submittal email box. Submitting to any other email will not be accepted.
Format the entire application, including all attachments, as one pdf document with all
pages 8 ½” by 11” in dimension. After submission, make sure you have received a
confirmation email that your application has arrived in a useable format by the due date.
A confirmation email should arrive within one or two business days after you have
submitted your application and after it is reviewed for readability. Each email is
opened to insure files are readable and then followed with a confirmation email.
Applications submitted in an unusable format will NOT be considered for funding. If
there are any questions about submitting the application please contact program staff.
• Grant awards will be announced by June 2022.
• Funds will first be available no earlier than July 1, 2022 to start the contracting
process. This means projects funded in this grant round will not have a contract in place
before July 1st and thus cannot begin the project prior to this date (see B. Grant Timeline
section).
• All local units of government (typically cities, counties, and townships) are eligible to
apply. Also user groups and/or trail organizations may apply, but only in coordination
with a local unit of government per legislation. Funding is only available to a local unit
of government.
• The maximum permissible request is $300,000. The minimum is $5,000.
• These grants are 75/25 “cash match” reimbursement grants. That means the grantee must
complete the project and fully pay for it, produce documentation that shows actual
expenditures and proper procurement process has been followed. Then they will receive
75% of what was spent up to their grant award.
o Neither this funding source, nor the match can be used for in-house labor
services and/or to meet existing payroll (see Section III, D. Non-eligible
Reimbursement Costs for additional ineligible costs).
o Only contract services, materials, and supplies are reimbursable.
• All projects awarded through this grant round must be completed by June 30, 2024 and
immediately available for use to the general public for no less than 20 years.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Steve Myler
Lisa LaCasse
Public Restroom Company - Anoka, MN Restroom Inquiry
Wednesday, January 26, 2022 3:51:46 PM
SS-154-FAM.pdf
Scope of Work.pdf
FND Prep Plan.pdf

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.
Lisa,
Good afternoon and thank you for reaching out to us regarding your modular building needs. What
is the parks name? I have a brief note here that says you are interested in our multi-user Men’s (1 Stall
/ 2 Urinals) and Women’s (2-3 stall) restroom, 1 unisex/family restroom and a storage unit. Is that
correct? Keeping a budget in mind, our SS-154 would fit closest to this. See the attached drawing.
It sounds like you are looking for rough budgetary pricing now. I would use $320-350k+ installed.
Our pricing includes the state approved drawings, MN state permitting, your restroom built in our
state of the art/ climate-controlled plant, transport to site, crane installation, our crew on site for 510 days, turnkey ready to run when we leave. Its virtually all inclusive. Only things you would need to
do are prepare a rock pad for us to put your building on, and bring utilities (water, sewer, electrical)
within 6’ of the exterior for your locally licensed utility to do the final tie in.
We also back our product with a 5-year component Warranty as well as an unparalleled 20-year
structural Warranty.
How soon are you planning to have installed on site?
Steve Myler | Regional Sales Manager

2587 Business Parkway | Minden, NV 89423
P: 888-888-2060 Ext 103 | f: 888-888-1448
www.PublicRestroomCompany.com | stevem@publicrestroomcompany.com
The content of this email is the confidential property of Public Restroom Company and should not be copied, modified, retransmitted,
or used for any purpose except with Public Restroom Company's written authorization. If you are not the intended recipient, please
delete all copies and notify us immediately.

